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SECTION 1 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE  
NATIONAL CHILD DEVELOPMENT STUDY 

  
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE 
THIRTY SEVEN –YEAR SAMPLE SURVEY  
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1.1 Introduction 
 
 
The National Child Development Study (NCDS) started life as the Perinatal Mortality Survey and 
examined the social and obstetric factors associated with stillbirth and infant mortality among over 
17,000 babies born in Britain in a single week in 1958.  Between that time and 1995 the whole 
cohort were surveyed on six other occasions in order to monitor their health, education, social and 
economic circumstances. These surveys were carried out in 1965 (age 7), 1969 (age 11), 1974 
(age 16), 1981 (age 23), 1991 (age 33), and 2000 (age 42).  
 
From its original focus on the circumstances and outcomes of birth, NCDS has broadened in scope 
to map all aspects of health, education and social development of its subjects as they passed 
through childhood and adolescence. In latter sweeps, the information collected has covered their 
transitions into adult life, including leaving full-time education, entering the labour market, setting 
up independent homes, forming partnerships and becoming parents.  
 
As part of the 1991 survey, a special study was also undertaken of the children of one third of the 
cohort members, including assessments of the behaviour and cognitive development of 
approximately 5,000 children.  
 
Also in 1991, the Social Statistics Research Unit (SSRU) of City University carried out a survey of 
a sample of the 1970 British Cohort (BCS70) - a continuing national longitudinal study of everyone 
in Great Britain who was born in the week 5-11 April 1970.  A major element of that survey was 
designed to assess the literacy and numeracy skills of the cohort in order that they could be related 
to: other aspects of their social and economic circumstances measured during the survey; and to 
background information gathered during previous follow-up surveys.  This aspect of the survey and 
data analysis was funded by the Adult Literacy and Basic Skills Unit (ALBSU) – now the Basic 
Skills Agency.  This is reported in Ekinsmyth C and Bynner J (1994) The Basic Skills of Young 
Adults. London: ALBSU. 
 
This work built, in part, on analysis of the extent, antecedents and correlates of literacy and 
numeracy problems reported by members of NCDS.  Also funded by ALBSU, this analysis was 
based on data collected for the cohort as a whole when they were aged 23 years, in 1981 - see 
Hamilton M and Stasinopoulos M (1987) Literacy, Numeracy and Adults: Evidence from the 
National Child Development Study.  London: ALBSU. 
 
With further ALBSU funding, the approach adopted for the BCS70 sample survey was adapted for 
application to a sample of NCDS cohort members.  This survey was designed to supplement the 
information on self-reported literacy and numeracy problems gathered during the NCDS follow-ups 
in 1981 and 1991 with objective assessments of skills in these areas.  It provides for a detailed 
analysis of the extent, antecedents and correlates of basic skills in the NCDS cohort, and enables 
comparisons with the BCS70 cohort. 
 
The fieldwork for this was conducted between 23 May and 7 July 1995 by the MORI research 
organisation. This note reports on the design, development and conduct of the survey; and reviews 
the extent and nature of survey response. 
 
 
1.2 Survey Instruments 
 
The survey instruments used were developed by the Social statistics Research Unit (SSRU) at City 
University and the survey contractor - MORI, in consultation with the Basic Skills Agency. There 
were three: 
 

(a) Literacy and Numeracy Assessments - a new assessment based on development work 
undertaken on behalf of the Agency by National Foundation for Educational Research. 
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(b) Interview - to obtain information about key aspects of the current social, economic and 
health circumstances of the cohort member; to update the job-, family- and housing-history 
information gathered during the fifth and latest major NCDS follow-up in 1991 - NCDS5; 
and to include the questions on self-reported basic skills problems used in earlier NCDS 
and BCS70 surveys. 

 
(c) Self-completion questionnaire - to obtain other information about, for example, self-

reported occupational skills, and attitudes. Again, this updated information gathered during 
NCDS5. 

 
 
1.3 Pilot surveys 
 
Two pilot surveys were undertaken: 
 
1. Literacy and Numeracy Assessment Pre-test, 17-21 March - In total 21 interviews were 

conducted among a quota sample of respondents aged 25-40 years. in 4 sampling areas. All 
interviewers attended personal briefings and debriefings and both interviewers and 
respondents completed a short feedback questionnaire on the assessments. Twelve literacy 
and twelve numeracy assessments were piloted, taking an average of 27 and 21 minutes, 
respectively, to complete. 

 
Following this pilot, and in consultation with the Agency, the number of individual assessment 
tasks was reduced to 19 (9 literacy and 10 numeracy), and elements of certain tasks modified 
or dropped. 

 
2. Pilot of all Interview, Self-completion, Assessments, 8-18 April - In order to test all survey 

instruments and procedures, a total of 31 pilot interviews were conducted among a sample of 
NCDS cohort members in 5 Postcode Areas in SE England. Again, all interviewers attended 
personal briefings and debriefings. The modified literacy and numeracy assessments took an 
average of 24 and 18 minutes, respectively, while the interview averaged 37 minutes,and the 
self-completion 12 minutes. 

 
As a result of this second pilot, changes were made to both the Assessments and the 
Interview, once again in consultation with the Agency. 

 
The Assessments were further amended by reducing the number of assessments (to 9 literacy and 
9 numeracy), and modifying elements of certain tasks (the three writing tasks were combined into 
one task covering three levels). 
 
The Interview was amended by simplifying the treatment of employment and qualifications. 
 
Copies of the instruments are provided below. 
 
 
1.4 Sample Design 
 
The sample for the NCDS 1995 Sample Survey was selected by replicating the sampling design 
adopted for the NCDS 37-year Sample Survey - also funded by the Basic Skills Agency (then 
known as the Adult Literacy and Basic Skills Unit). Applying the same set of rules to draw a sample 
of NCDS cohort members.  
This provides a representative sample with a geographical distribution which reflects that of the 
NCDS cohort as a whole, and will be similar, but not the same as, that selected for the BCS70 
Survey. - see Ekinsmyth C and Bynner J (1994) Literacy and Numeracy Skills of British 21-year-
Olds. London: ALBSU. 
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The sample was drawn from the 10,851 cohort members living in England and Wales for whom 
SSRU had a current address in February 1995. It was designed to have the same regional 
distribution of cohort members as was observed in the population of all NCDS members living in 
England and Wales. 
 
It is a clustered sample design, based on Postcode Areas. The Postcode Area is designated by the 
initial, non-numeric, part of the postcode. Twenty-five clusters were selected using interval 
sampling.  An interval of 434 cohort members was used (25 x 434 = 10,851). The cumulative totals 
of cohort members living in each Postcode Area were listed. Postcode Areas were listed in 
geographical order to approximately maintain their relative positions. Starting from a randomly 
selected point, Postcode Areas were chosen where they contained each 434th cohort member. If a 
selected Postcode Area contained too few cohort members to be viable, the next adjacent 
Postcode Area was also included in that cluster. 
 
In order to maintain the original regional distribution, the number of cohort members selected in 
each of the chosen clusters was proportional to the total number of cohort members resident in the 
region containing that cluster. Where regions contained more than one selected Postcode Area, 
the distribution of sampled cohort members reflects the relative numbers of cohort members 
resident in those Postcode Areas. Cohort members were chosen at random within the selected 
Postcode Areas. 
 
Table 1 shows the target and achieved distribution of the sample - each Postcode Area represents 
a cluster. 
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Table 1: NCDS sample by Region and Postcode Area 
 

    
  Planned sample Interviews achieved 
Region Postcode 

area 
 

n 
 

% 
 

n 
 

% 
      
      
North  111 6.72 122 7.12 
 NE 111 6.72 122 7.12 
      
North West  212 12.84 226 13.19 
 L 108 6.54 104 6.07 
 LA 21 1.27 23 1.34 
 OL 34 2.06 43 2.51 
 WA 49 2.97 56 3.27 
      
Yorkshire & Humberside  176 10.66 184 10.74 
 DN 79 4.78 79 4.61 
 LS 97 5.88 105 6.13 
      
East Midlands  110 6.66 117 6.83 
 DE 46 2.79 46 2.69 
 LE 64 3.87 71 4.14 
      
East Anglia  70 4.24 76 4.44 
 NR 70 4.24 76 4.44 
      
South East  354 21.44 368 21.48 
 CM 97 5.88 98 5.72 
 LU 45 2.73 47 2.74 
 SL 54 3.27 49 2.86 
 SO 76 4.60 81 4.73 
 TN 82 4.97 94 5.49 
      
Greater London  197 11.93 202 11.79 
 BR 30 1.82 35 2.04 
 CR 30 1.82 33 1.93 
 IG 21 1.27 22 1.28 
 SE 66 3.99 63 3.68 
 WD 23 1.39 23 1.34 
 EN 27 1.64 26 1.52 
      
South West  159 9.63 162 9.46 
 BH 50 3.03 52 3.04 
 GL 77 4.66 77 4.50 
 TR 32 1.94 33 1.93 
      
Wales  103 6.24 101 5.90 
 CF 103 6.24 101 5.90 
      
West Midlands  159 9.63 155 9.05 
 B 99 6.00 97 5.66 
 ST 38 2.30 35 2.04 
 WV 22 1.33 23 1.34 
      
Total  1,651 100 1,714 100 
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1.5 Fieldwork 
 
Before beginning work on data collection, all 79 interviewers working on the project attended one 
of six personal briefings, held across the country in the period 22-30 May. The briefings provided: 
instructions on all aspects of the survey, including contacting procedures, survey instrument 
structure and content; required them to work through a dummy Interview to ensure that they 
understood all sections of the instrument. Particular attention was given to the administration of the 
Assessments, with all interviewers practising each of the tasks. A member of the SSRU team 
attended each of these briefings in order to give the background to the survey, answer queries, 
and to assure themselves that the selected interviewers were competent to administer all aspects 
of the survey, especially the Assessments. 
 
A copy of the Interviewer Instructions supplied to all interviewers working on the survey is provided 
below. 
 
All initial contact with cohort members made by interviewers was by telephone, or by visiting the 
cohort members' homes. This procedure was adopted to minimise non-response amongst cohort 
members with literacy difficulties. Interviewers were instructed to explain the purpose and nature of 
the survey, and to make an appointment to visit the cohort member's home at a convenient time. 
During this visit, the Interview and Self-completion were administered before the Assessments. 
Where cohort members experienced difficulty in answering the self-completion, they were assisted 
by the interviewer. The interviewer also recorded the nature of any help given. 
 
Analysis shows that the Interview took an average of 29 minutes to complete, the Self-completion 
some 5 minutes, and the Assessments an average of 35 minutes. 
 
 
1.6 Data preparation 
 
Following completion, survey instruments were returned to MORI, who were responsible for a 
preliminary visual edit; followed by data entry; and a preliminary computer edit to check that data 
was valid (ie: for the main part single-coded, 0-9), and within range (ie: as specified in the survey 
instruments). 
 
Unedited and edited data, together with all completed survey instruments, were subsequently 
passed to SSRU for further processing. This included: 
 
(a) Coding of occupation data using Computer-assisted Standard Occupational Coding - 

CASOC software developed by the University of Warwick. 
 
(b) Further computer editing to ensure that data is consistent. This will sometimes require 

reference to the original survey instruments to resolve problems cases. 
 
(c) Establishment of a clean and documented cross-sectional data base to facilitate early 

analysis. 
 
(d) Longitudinal linking of the new sample survey data with that from NCDS5 and earlier follow-

ups to establish a longitudinal database to permit more detailed and longitudinal analysis. 
This included further checks on consistency. 

 
 
1.7 Response 
 
As Table 1 indicates, response to the survey was very good, and enabled the regional targets to 
be met in most instances. Further details are given in Table 2. 
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Overall, 1,714 cohort members were interviewed during the survey. This represents 80 percent of 
those whose details were issued to interviewers, and 88 percent of those traced. The main causes 
of non-response are refusals and moving home. 
 
 

Table 2: Summary of survey response 
 

    
  

Number 
Overall 
percent 

Percent of 
those traced 

Survey outcome    
    
Interview 1714 79.9 87.6 
Refused 184 8.6 9.4 
Ill/away 46 2.2 2.3 
Incapable of interview 12 .6 .6 
Moved from Postcode Area 28 1.3 - 
Moved whereabouts unknown 103 4.8 - 
No contact after 4 or more calls 48 2.2 - 
Address vacant 8 .4 - 
Address not found 2 .1 - 
 2145 100.0 100.0 
    

 
 
1.8 Response Bias 
 
Although generally satisfactory response rates have been achieved, anything less than a perfect 
response raises the question of whether those who were interviewed and assessed were 
representative of the sampled population - in this case, the cohort members living in England and 
Wales for whom SSRU had a current address in February 1995. This issue has been explored by 
exploiting a possibility only available to longitudinal studies - to compare respondents to the target 
sample, and to the sampled population. 
 
Comparison with the target sample 
 
Comparison with the target sample has been restricted to consideration of the regional distribution. 
 
Table 3 contrasts the regional distribution of the target sample and achieved sample, and gives the 
Percentage bias for each region. The Percentage bias indicates the extent of the departure of the 
achieved sample from the expected distribution and is calculated as follows: 
 

((Achieved sample % - Target sample %)/Target sample %) x 100 
 
A negative percentage bias indicates under-representation in the NCDS 1995 Sample Survey, and 
a positive percentage bias shows over-representation. 
 
It is clear that, although the regional distribution of the achieved sample is broadly in line with that 
of the target sample, Greater London and regions in the west are somewhat under-represented, 
whilst northern and eastern regions are rather over-represented. 
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Table 3: Regional distribution of target and achieved samples compared 
 

    
 Target 

sample 
Achieved 
sample 

 

Region % % % Bias 
    
North 6.72 7.12 5.93 
East Anglia 4.24 4.44 4.64 
North West 12.84 13.19 2.75 
East Midlands 6.66 6.83 2.51 
Yorkshire & 
Humberside 

10.66 10.74 .76 

South East 21.44 21.48 .19 
Greater London 11.93 11.79 -1.17 
South West 9.63 9.46 -1.80 
Wales 6.24 5.90 -5.49 
West Midlands 9.63 9.05 -6.04 
    

 
Target sample % Percent in sample as drawn 
Achieved sample % Percent in achieved sample 
% Bias   ((Achieved sample % - Target sample %)/Target sample %) x 

100 
 
 
Comparisons with the sampled population 
 
Comparisons between the achieved sample and the sampled population have been extensive. 
They are based on variables selected from the earlier NCDS follow-ups. The variables chosen 
include many relating to demography, education, post-school education and training, literacy and 
numeracy problems, social and economic circumstances, financial problems, the family and 
relationships, housing and household, and health. A full list of variables used in this analysis is 
given in Table 4 below. It may be noted that many of these variables have been included in similar 
analyses designed to explore differential attrition in the more recent NCDS follow-ups. 
 
Table 4 contrasts the characteristics of the sampled population (NCDS cohort members living in 
England and Wales for whom SSRU had a current address in February 1995) and those of the 
achieved sample for the 1995 NCDS Sample Survey using the wide range of variables described 
above. Again, the Percentage bias is reported for each variable, indicating the extent of the 
difference between the cohort and the sample. For this table Percentage bias is calculated as 
follows: 
 

((Sample % - Cohort %)/Cohort %) x 100 
 

where: Sample % = Percent in achieved sample. 
Cohort % = Percent in NCDS cohort with confirmed address. 

 
As before, a negative percentage bias indicates under-representation in the NCDS 1995 Sample 
Survey, and a positive percentage bias shows over-representation. 
 
The analysis provides an important and encouraging insight into differential response. Absolute 
differences between the sampled population and the achieved sample are, on the whole, small and 
this is reflected in many of the figures for percentage bias Nevertheless, small differences can 
result in a relatively large figure for percentage bias where the percentage in the sampled 
population is small. Levels of statistical significance are not reported, but it should be noted that in 
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samples of this size tests of statistical significance are sensitive to very small differences. In 
general, the achieved sample does not differ greatly from the sampled population. 
 
Overall, it appears that those with low achievements and aspirations whilst at school are under-
represented, as are those who have not pursued education and training since leaving school. Also 
under-represented are: those who are handicapped; those who have been "in care"; those with 
origins in the lower social classes; those who grew-up in families with financial problems; and who 
have experienced poor housing conditions. 
 
Perhaps not surprisingly, this picture is similar to that emerging from the analyses of differential 
response to earlier NCDS follow-ups. However, these earlier analyses also revealed a marked 
under-representation of members of the ethnic minority communities. This appears not to be the 
case for the current survey. 
  
Finally, it is important to note that this analysis of differential response reveals that those who 
reported problems with basic skills during the last 1991 NCDS follow-up (NCDS5) are under-
represented in the achieved sample for the current survey. This is not unexpected, but it is 
stressed that the absolute percentage differences are small. 
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Table 4: Comparison of the NCDS Cohort and the 1995 Sample 
 
     
  Cohort Sample  
 Source % % %Bias 
     
Demographic Variables     
Male cohort members ALL 49.8 46.8 -6.02 
Mother born in West Indies NCDS2 .7 .8 14.29 
Father born in West Indies NCDS2 .8 .8 .00 
Child's ethnic group is Afro-Caribbean 11 NCDS2 .8 .7 -12.50 
Ethnic identification Afro-Caribbean at 33 NCDS5 1.1 1.1 .00 
     
Education     
Attended 3 or more schools 5-7 NCDS1 3.2 3.5 9.37 
Attended 3 or more schools 5-11 NCDS2 15.7 17.0 8.28 
Attended 3 or more schools 11-16 NCDS3 3.1 3.3 6.45 
Attended comprehensive school 16 NCDS3 58.8 58.9 .17 
Reading Test Score Low (<17) at 7 NCDS1 17.5 14.1 -19.43 
Reading Test Score Low (<11) at 11 NCDS2 17.8 15.4 -13.48 
Arithmetic Test Score Low (<4) at 7 NCDS1 26.4 24.3 -7.95 
Mathematics Test Score Low (<7) at 11 NCDS2 18.0 16.8 -6.67 
Teacher rates mathematics ability below average/poor at 16  NCDS3 30.8 26.9 -12.66 
Teacher rates English ability below average/poor at 16 NCDS3 21.1 17.7 -16.11 
Parents don't want child to stay at school at 7 NCDS1 3.9 3.4 -12.82 
Mother shows little interest in child's education at 7 NCDS1 13.6 11.5 -15.44 
Father shows little interest in child's education at 7 NCDS1 14.6 12.4 -15.07 
Father has little interest in child's education at 11 NCDS2 16.0 13.9 -13.12 
Mother has little interest in child's education at 11 NCDS2 12.4 11.3 -8.87 
Father shows little interest in child's education at 16 NCDS3 16.6 14.8 -10.84 
Mother shows little interest in child's education at 16 NCDS3 15.2 12.7 -16.45 
CM intendes to leave school at 16 at 11 NCDS2 20.6 19.8 -3.88 
Likely to leave school at 16 CM's view at 16 NCDS3 61.1 60.5 -.98 
CM wants job on leaving school - view at 16 NCDS3 18.4 17.7 -3.80 
     
Post-school Education and Training     
Left school at 16 or under NCDS4 70.2 70.3 .14 
No further education, training or apprenticeship by 23 NCDS4 14.4 11.9 -17.36 
No qualifications by 23 NCDS4 51.3 51.7 .78 
No qualifications by 33 NCDS5 11.0 10.8 -1.82 
Taken any qualification courses by 33 NCDS5 33.9 34.5 1.77 
Taken 3 or more qualification courses by 33 NCDS5 19.4 19.0 -2.06 
Taken any work related training courses by 33 NCDS5 47.8 48.4 1.26 
Done evening classes, etc "out of interest" by 33 NCDS5 34.5 34.4 -.29 
Done more than 3 courses "out of interest" by 33 NCDS5 14.2 14.7 3.52 
continued…     
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  Cohort Sample  
 Source % % %Bias 
     
Literacy and Numeracy Problems     
Can't read enough to cope with everyday needs     
 (teacher's view) at 16 NCDS3 1.1 .5 -54.55 
Child can't do calculations required by an everday     
 shopper (teacher's view) at 16 NCDS3 2.1 1.8 -14.29 
Problems with reading since 16 reported at 33 NCDS5 4.2 3.6 -14.29 
Attended courses/class to improve reading reported at 33 NCDS5 17.0 16.7 -1.76 
Writing/spelling problems since 16 at 33 NCDS5 9.8 9.3 -5.10 
Problems with numbers/arithmetic since 16 reported at 33 NCDS5 3.0 2.6 -13.33 
Attended any courses/classe to improve numberwork by 33 NCDS5 9.3 6.7 -27.96 
Any reading/writing/spelling/numbnerwork problem by 33 NCDS5 9.5 9.3 -2.11 
     
Social and Economic Circumstances     
Father stayed at school after minimum leaving age NCDS1 24.0 23.1 -3.75 
Father's social class at birth – Manual PMS 79.3 79.8 .63 
Father's social class 1965 – Manual NCDS1 64.7 63.7 -1.55 
Father's social class at 11 – Manual NCDS2 62.4 61.4 -1.60 
Father's social class at 16 – Manual NCDS3 60.5 59.2 -2.15 
Cohort Member's social class at 23 - Manual NCDS4 42.7 41.8 -2.11 
Cohort Member's social class at 33 - Manual NCDS5 37.8 36.7 -2.91 
Employed at 23 NCDS4 75.3 76.8 1.99 
Employed at 33 NCDS5 79.7 78.3 -1.76 
Five of more jobs by 23 NCDS4 14.6 14.0 -4.11 
Five or more jobs 33 NCDS5 16.4 15.4 -6.10 
     
Financial Problems     
Receiving free school meals at 11 NCDS2 9.0 7.8 -13.33 
Receiving free school meals at 16 NCDS3 8.5 7.1 -16.47 
Family had serious finacial hardship in last year at 11 NCDS2 10.0 10.3 3.00 
Family had serious financial trouble in last year at 16 NCDS3 9.0 8.7 -3.33 
Ever been 2 months or more behind with rent/mortgage at 33 NCDS5 7.7 7.5 -2.60 
Cohort Member/Partner receiving state benefit at 33 NCDS5 71.8 73.7 2.65 
Cohort Member/Partner receive other regular income at 33 NCDS5 10.5 10.0 -4.76 
Cohort member/Partner have savings at 33 NCDS5 79.8 81.8 2.51 
Cohort Member/Partner have investments at 33 NCDS5 30.9 29.2 -5.50 
Cohort/Partner have debts at 33 NCDS5 34.7 36.7 5.76 
     
Family and Relationships     
Child ever in care by 16 NCDS3 3.1 2.2 -29.03 
With natural mother at 7 NCDS1 97.5 97.8 .31 
Natural mother at 11 NCDS2 96.7 96.6 -.10 
Natural mother at 16 NCDS3 95.4 95.2 -.21 
Parents ever permanently separated/divorced by 33 NCDS5 15.1 14.6 -3.31 
Married at 23 NCDS4 44.7 45.6 2.01 
Has partner (spouse/cohabitee) at 33 NCDS5 80.1 81.9 2.25 
Children at 23 NCDS4 23.5 23.8 1.28 
Has children at 33 NCDS5 69.0 71.0 2.90 
     
Housing and Household     
More than 2 family moves 0-7 NCDS1 12.7 14.2 11.81 
Family moved 3 or more times 1958-74 NCDS3 24.1 26.5 9.96 
Six or more addresses 16-23 NCDS4 12.6 11.7 -7.14 
Tenure at 7 - Private rented NCDS1 11.9 12.3 3.36 
Tenure at 11 - Private rented NCDS2 7.3 6.8 -6.85 
continued…     
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  Cohort Sample  
 Source % % %Bias 
     
Tenure at 16 - Private rented NCDS3 5.2 5.3 1.92 
Tenure ate 23 - Private rented NCDS4 8.4 7.5 -10.71 
Tenure at 33 -Other rented NCDS5 3.9 2.3 -41.03 
Family sharing household amenities at 7 NCDS1 12.0 11.6 -3.33 
Household sharing amenities at 11 NCDS2 9.4 8.8 -6.38 
Sharing household amenities at 16 NCDS3 4.6 4.5 -2.17 
Share rooms or amenities with other household at 23 NCDS4 3.2 2.8 -12.50 
Crowded at 11 (>1 person/room) NCDS2 34.6 34.1 -1.45 
Crowded at 16 (>1 person/room) NCDS3 27.6 26.1 -5.43 
Crowded ate 23 (>1 person/room) NCDS4 2.3 2.4 4.35 
Five or more persons in household at 23 NCDS4 12.7 12.2 -3.94 
Five or more people in household at 33 NCDS5 16.9 17.7 4.73 
Normal address at 33 is private residence NCDS5 99.5 99.8 .30 
Ever homeless in last 10 years 33 NCDS5 3.4 3.6 5.88 
     
Health     
Cohort Member handicapped or disabled at 16 NCDS3 7.5 6.5 -13.33 
Any longstanding illness or disability reported at 23 NCDS4 4.5 4.6 2.22 
Any longstanding illness/disability reported at 33 NCDS5 15.6 15.0 -3.85 
Malaise - "depressed"(<7) at 23 NCDS4 7.1 6.8 -4.23 
"Excellent"/"good" health reported at 33 NCDS5 86.9 87.1 .23 
"Good" health over last 12 months reported at 33 NCDS5 75.6 76.8 1.59 
Any accident/assault since March 1981 reported at 33 NCDS5 40.5 39.7 -1.98 
Admitted to hospital overnight at 33 NCDS5 30.8 30.4 -1.30 
Any "emotional problem" reported at 33 NCDS5 55.5 54.1 -2.52 
     
Other     
Smokes cigarettes at 33  NCDS5 31.4 29.2 -7.01 
Drinks alcohol most days reported at 33  NCDS5 13.0 12.3 -5.38 
Would vote Conservative if General Election tomorrow at 33  NCDS5 36.6 36.3 -.82 
Professes no religion at 33  NCDS5 48.5 46.6 -3.92 
     
 
Note: 
 
Source  Source of variable for which comparison is provided: 
 

PMS - Perinatal Mortality Survey, 1958 
NCDS1 - First NCDS Follow-up, 1965 
NCDS2 - Second NCDS Follow-up, 1969 
NCDS3 - Third NCDS4 Follow-up, 1974 
NCDS4 - Fourth NCDS Follow-up, 1981 
NCDS5 - Fifth NCDS Follow-up, 1991 

 
Cohort % Percent in NCDS cohort with confirmed address (from which sample taken). 
 
Sample % Percent in achieved sample. 
 
% Bias  ((Sample % - Cohort %)/Cohort %) x 100  
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1.9 Further Information on NCDS 
 
For more information about the NCDS Thirty Seven-year Sample Survey, contact the Cohort User 
Support Group by post, telephone, fax, or email as shown below: 
 
Post: NCDS User Support Group  Tel:   020-7612-6860      
 Centre for Longitudinal Studies 
 Institute of Education   Fax:   020-7612-6880      

University of London      
 20 Bedford Way 
 London WC1H 0AL   Email:  cohort@cls.ioe.ac.uk 
  
 
 
User Support Group 
 
The NCDS User Support Group provides advice and guidance on the use of NCDS data; produces 
documentation; collates and disseminates information on uses of the data, publications, and other 
developments; produces and distributes a newsletter and working papers; provides access to 
non-computerised NCDS data; collects additional information; and services the User Group. 
 
User Group 
 
The NCDS User Group is open to all users of NCDS data. It provides opportunities for users to get 
together to explore developments, problems, and other issues of mutual interest. Ad hoc "Updates" 
on NCDS data and developments are circulated to members. 
 
Membership is free on application to the User Support Group.  
 
 
1.10 Acquiring NCDS Data for Research 
 
As noted above, data sets containing the birth, 7-year, 11-year, 16-year, 23-year, 33-year and 42-
year data are already lodged at the UK Data Archive, and are available to the research community 
for analysis. 
 
The UK Data Archive may be contacted by post, telephone, fax, or email as shown below: 
 
Post:  UK Data Archive  Tel: (01206) 872001 
  University of Essex 
  Colchester   Fax: (01206) 872003 
  CO4 3SQ 
      Email: archive@essex.ac.uk 

www.data-archive.ac.uk 
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SECTION 2 
 
 

USING THE 37-YEAR DATA 
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2.1 Introduction 
 
As mentioned in Section 1, the NCDS Thirty Seven-year Sample Survey made use of self-
completion questionnaires, an interview and assessments. An introduction to the development and 
use of this document has been outlined in Section 1. A copy of the questionnaire is reproduced in 
Section 3. 
 
 This section is designed to assist users of the data by describing: 
 

• Variable names 
 
• Data imputation 
 
• The coding of missing values 
 
• The derived variables included on the dataset 
 
• An introduction to using the Interactive Data Dictionary 
 
• Linkage of NCDS Thirty Seven-year Sample Survey data to data from other sweeps 

 
 
2.2 Variable names 
 
 The variable names for the NCDS Thirty Seven-year dataset are characterised as follows: 
 

• Precoded questions - variable names for single-coded questions are of the form 
‘nssXXXX’, where XXXX represents a four-digit number.  The numbers are in the 
order that the questions appear on the annotated questionnaires (see Section 3). 

 
• Open-coded or multi-coded questions are also of the form ‘nssXXXX’; but the 

four-digit number is usually larger than those of the pre-coded questions, and 
although these variable names are also annotated on the questionnaires in Section 
3, they do not necessarily appear in the same numerical order as the precoded 
questions. 

 
• Derived variables - variable names are those allocated by the authors of the code. 

They are most commonly mnemonics, such as seg91, empcat8 etc. 
 
 
2.3 Data imputation 
 
As mentioned in section 1.6, the data underwent checking and editing by MORI with the aim of 
ensuring the values were valid and within the expected range.  However, in the case of one 
particular variable, nss1022 (‘Income: Name of first benefit received’), the data received by SSRU 
were clearly suspect: of the total 1,714 cases, 1,189 were coded as ‘1’ (i.e unemployment benefit), 
358 were system-missing, and the remaining 167 had the value ‘0’, which is an invalid code. 
 
As 1,281 cohort members had children of their own living with them, and only 171 of these stated 
they received child benefit as ‘second/third/…/sixth benefit received’, there is a strong likelihood 
that anything up to 1,110 cases should have had child benefit coded as their ‘first benefit received’ 
(i.e nss1022=11), since the national take-up of child benefit is known to be not far off 100%. 
 
As a check, frequency counts were run of the actual amount of ‘benefit 1’ received (variable 
nss1024).  As expected, there was pronounced ‘heaping’ in the distribution, around the amounts 
corresponding to the value of child benefit for the number of children present in the household.  
This provided a strong justification for imputing a value of 11 for nss1022 (i.e. ‘first benefit received 
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= child benefit) in a large number of cases.  However, it was difficult to employ a rigorously clean-
cut algorithm to select which cases might be safely imputed, because of the following confounding 
factors: 
 

(a) Although it is known that the weekly amount of child benefit should have been £10.40 for 
the eldest child and £8.45 for each additional child, the situation is more complicated in the 
case of lone parents, who at that time were entitled to an additional £7.15.  This 
supplement was still officially called ‘one parent benefit’, but because it was paid in the 
same order book as the child benefit, many people conceptualised it as part of the child 
benefit.  Of the 97 cohort members with children who had no spouse/partner living with 
them, only 47 stated they separately received one parent benefit, as one of benefits 2-6. 

 
(b) Some respondents put the ‘period covered’ as a week or four weeks, but others as a 

month, and there was also a smaller spread of respondents stating other periods such as 
fortnightly, three-monthly, etc. Some respondents who stated ‘month’ also stated ‘four 
weeks’.  In converting the figure to a standardised weekly amount, there was a spread in 
the distribution on either side of the expected figure, probably resulting, at least partly, from 
the uncertainty about whether one should simply divide by four, or multiply by 12 and 
divide by 52. 

 
(d) Besides the ‘heaping’ around the expected figure for the number of children present, there 

was a certain amount of heaping around the amount for a different number of children: e.g. 
one more or one less than was resident (in odd cases, even two more or less).  This could 
be due to the possibility that one or more children spent part of the week with the other 
parent; in this case, either the non-resident parent might receive child benefit for a child 
stated as resident with the cohort member, or conversely the cohort member might receive 
benefit for a child stated as non-resident.  

 
(e) Generally, respondents are not 100% reliable at recalling exactly how much they receive in 

child benefit.  For example, if one looks at the 69 cases where a respondent stated that 
benefit 2 was child benefit and that it was paid on a weekly basis, seven of these (i.e. 10%) 
gave a figure which differed by at least two or three pounds from any plausible figure (i.e. 
the amounts stated were £14, £15, £16, £20, £22 or £23).  The figure should be (to the 
nearest pound) £10 for one child, £19 for two or £27 for three; or in the case of a one-
parent family, £18 for one, £26 for two, or £34 for three.  Only 49 of the 69 gave an amount 
which was within a pound of the correct figure for the number of children they had (even 
taking into account the possibility of them being a lone parent) – the remaining 13 gave a 
figure within a pound of the correct amount for a different number of children. 

 
An SPSS imputation algorithm was therefore written, to re-code the variable nss1022 to a value of 
‘11’ (i.e. child benefit) in the following circumstances:- 
 

(a) the cohort member had one or more of their own children living with them, and 
(b) child benefit was not stated as ‘benefit 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6’, and 
(c) the amount of ‘benefit 1’ is within £1-£2 of a plausible amount for some number of children 

(not necessarily the same number the respondent reports to be resident).  For example, 
since the exact entitlement for one child should be £10.45, a tolerance from £9-£12 is used 
in the algorithm; for two children (entitlement £18.85), a tolerance from £18-£20, for three, 
£25-£28.  In deciding these tolerance intervals, a certain regard was had for the observed 
‘heaping’ around an expected level, which accounted for £25 being set as the lower limit for 
the case of three children, when the exact entitlement was in fact £27.30. 

 
Lone parents - if the cohort member has no resident partner, then in (c) above, the range of 
‘plausible amounts’ is calculated to include one parent benefit as well as figures which don’t 
include one parent benefit.  In addition, if a respondent stipulated one parent benefit was one of 
benefits 2-6, and satisfied conditions (a) and (b) above, then nss1022 was re-coded to 11 even if 
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condition (c) was not satisfied, since in practice no-one receives one parent benefit without also 
receiving child benefit (there were 4 such cases). 
 
The net effect was that 672 cases had a value of 11 (i.e. child benefit) imputed for variable 
nss1022.  Of the remaining 1,042 cases, 171 had stated that child benefit was one of benefits 2-6, 
so we know benefit 1 could not be child benefit. There were 355 cases which had all benefits 
coded as system-missing, including benefit 1, leading one to assume these respondents were not 
in receipt of any benefits.  As one would expect, almost all of these (333) had no children living at 
home, although 22 did.  In these 355 cases a new value of 20 was imputed for nss1022, which 
was labeled ‘no benefits received at all.’  There were a further 93 cases where the respondent did 
say they received one or more benefits, but had no children resident, so benefit 1 could not be 
child benefit.  The remaining 423 cases had no resident children, but there was insufficient 
evidence to assume benefit 1 was child benefit in their case. (See the SPSS syntax at the end of 
Appendix 1 for the exact imputation algorithm). 
 
In the longer term, we are planning an exercise to go through all 1,714 paper questionnaires, and 
to re-key the entries to question nss1022 in order to correct this problem more satisfactorily. 
 
 
2.4 Missing values 
 
The standard missing value codes (which are consistent with other NCDS sweeps) are as follows: 
 
8, 98, 998, 9998, 99998, 999998  =  Don’t Know 
9, 99, 999, 9999, 99999, 999999 = Not answered 
-1 or . (sysmis)   = Not applicable 
 
The codes 6, 96, 996, 9996, 99996, 999996 are generally used to denote ‘other’ (e.g. nss0250, 
nss0412). 
 
Where there is more than one ‘other’ category classified as missing, the codes 5, 95, 995, 9995, 
99995, 999995 have occasionally been used (e.g. nss0522). 
 
In addition, the following codes have been used to signify missing-value categories peculiar to 
individual variables or sets of questions, e.g.: 
 
7, 97     =  ‘It varies’ (e.g. nss0263, nss0281-312); or 
      ‘Course lasted less than 1 month’ (e.g. nss0537-545) 
-99     = ‘CASOC program unable to reach a conclusion about  
      job category’ (soc) 
  
 
2.5 Derived variables 
 
Although a number of derived variables have been created for the purposes of different projects 
using the 37-year data, we were only able to acquire the documentation of a limited number of 
derived variables, which have been included with the dataset deposited with the UK Data Archive: 
 
rgsc91 
seg91 
soc 
kos 
codot 
occgrp95 
c1prob 
c2prob 
c3prob 
c4prob 

Registrar-General’s Social Class 1991 based on SOC 
Socio-Economic Group 1991 based on SOC 
SOC Occupational Coding Classification 
KOS Occupational Categories 
CODOT Occupational Categories  
Occupational Status at 37 
Child #1 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #2 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #3 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #4 Skill Difficulties? 
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c5prob 
c6prob 
c1_6prob 
read37 
write37 
basic37 
basic37c 
litscor1 
litscor2 
numscor1 
numscor2 
litscor3 
numscor3 
litscor4 
numscor4 
litgrp1 
litgrp2 
litgrp2a 
numgrp1 
numgrp2 
numgrp2a 
mala37 
mal37 
empcat8 
everunem 
manyunem 
home37 
books 
mags 
childa 
empcatp8 
empcatp5 
empfam 
empfamb 
skill1 
skill2 

Child #5 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #6 Skill Difficulties? 
Any Child Skill Difficulties? 
Reading difficulties at age 37 
Write/spell difficulties at age 37 
Basic skill difficulties at age 37 
Basic skill difficulties at age 37 - not spelling 
Literacy composite test scores (short version based on performance criteria) 
Literacy composite test scores (long version based on recoded test items) 
Numeracy composite test scores (short version based on performance criteria) 
Numeracy composite test scores (long version based on recoded test items) 
Literacy composite test scores (based on litscore1 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Numeracy composite test scores (based on numscor1 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Literacy composite test scores (based on litscore2 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Numeracy composite test scores (based on numscor2 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Grouped literacy test scores (3 categories, based on litscor1) 
Grouped literacy test scores (3 categories, based on litscor2) 
Grouped literacy test scores (4 categories, based on litscor2) 
Grouped numeracy test scores (3 categories, based on numscor1) 
Grouped numeracy test scores (3 categories, based on numscor2) 
Grouped numeracy test scores (4 categories, based on numscor2) 
malaise scores at 37 
grouped malaise scores 37 
Employment status at 37 
Ever unemployed from march 1991 ? 
How many spells unemployed ? 
Own or Rent at age 37 ? 
Hours reading Books per Week 
Hours reading Magazines per week 
Age had FIRST child 
Employment status of partner at 37 
Employment status of partner at 37 
CM & partner employment status at 37 
No. of Wage Earners (cm and/or partner) 
Literacy and numeracy skill levels (Very Low = Poor; Other = Competent) 
VeryLow/Low Lit, VeryLow Num = Poor 

Job1 to job57  Employment Status in Mar 91 - Nov 95 (month-by-month). 
year91-year94 Employment Status in 12 months from March 1991(2/3/4) 
intrvid                  Interviewer Identification Number 
 
The syntax for deriving these variables is given in Appendix 1.  
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2.6 Interactive data dictionary 
 
In order to help users find their way about the NCDS Thirty seven-year Sample Survey, CLS has 
prepared an Interactive Data Dictionary as a guide to the contents of the SPSS data. This is 
based on the Idealist Information Retrieval System, and is distributed, free of charge with the 
deposited data.  It is available from the UK Data Archive and also from the Centre for Longitudinal 
Studies (go to http://www.cls.ioe.ac.uk/Cohort/Ncds/mainncds.htm and click blue button ‘Data 
Dictionary’) 
 
Contents 
 
2.6.1 The Interactive Data Dictionary is supplied as two files: 
 

• NCDS_37 Data Dictionary - the Data Dictionary in "ZIPped" form.  This holds all the 
files which together make-up the Data Dictionary. 

 
• README- notes on how to load the Data Dictionary on your PC. 

 
YOU MAY COPY THESE FILES AS MANY TIMES AS YOU WISH.  
 
IMPORTANT 
 
2.6.2 Further details of the Interactive Data Dictionary are given below. Please read these 
carefully before attempting to load/use this software. If you have any problems or queries, please 
contact the User Support Group (see below for full contact information). 
 
 
Loading the Interactive Data Dictionary from disk 
 
2.6.3 To load this documentation on your PC, follow the instructions given below. (See also file 
"READ.ME"). 
  

1. Users  should extract the contents of the ' NCDS_37 Data Dictionary' ZIPfile into a 
separate directory 
 

2. To use: 
 

• Within the Data Dictionary directory, click on 'Iwinread' – the Data Dictionary 
should load 

 
• If Idealist opens, but no database is loaded: 

• Within Idealist, click on 'File' 
• Within 'File', click on 'Open' 
• Within 'Open', select 

'NCDS_37.tex' 
 
3. Opening screens will provide guidance on use and 

background on the survey (see also below). 
 
4. Address queries to: cohort@cls.ioe.ac.uk 
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Guide to using the Interactive Data Dictionary 
 
2.6.4 A brief guide to using the Interactive Data Dictionary is given below. 
 
Starting the Data Dictionary  
 
Within the Data Dictionary directory, click on 'Iwinread' to load the Data Dictionary. 
 
You will be presented with an opening screen which includes a summary of the available search 
options and a guide to layout of the information, as well as access to more information about 
BCS70 and the 37-year Sample Survey: 
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Search options 
 
The Data Dictionary is designed to provide an interactive guide to the information held on the 
NCDS 37-year SPSS dataset, and is based on the SPSS ‘data dictionary’. 
 
It provides the opportunity to search the variable names, variable labels and value labels for 
partuicular ‘words’ or ‘phrases’ and to generate a ‘hit list’ of all potentially relevant variables.  To 
refine the search, the hit list can be broadened or narrowed, and selected variables may be 
excluded. 
 
Searches my be initiated using the keyboard function keys; the drop down menus or menu buttons: 

 
 Function key Menu Button 
To SEARCH    
Use Function key/menu/button 
as follows:  

F5 Search 
 

    
Enter String/phrase to  search  for all examples of string/phrase in 

BCS70 21-year dataset variable names/variable labels/value 
labels 

    
NB: A list of all indexed terms appears to the right of the dialog 

box.  This may be browsed using cursor or by entering 
numbers/letters until derisred string is indicated. 

    
Click OK This will  select all records containing the chosen string. 
    
Hit List: Selected records are known as a ‘HIT LIST’ 
    
To BROWSE hit list + and/or – keys on 

mumeric keypad 
Not available 

 
 

  
To browse ENTRIES in hit list Use the arrow/PgUp/PgDn/Home/End keys 
    
To WIDEN (add to) hit list  F6 Widen Not available 
To NARROW (shorten) hit list F7 Narrow Not available 
To EXCLUDE (drop) from hit list  F8 Exclude Not available 
 
 
See examples below: 
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SEARCH Menu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEARCH Dialog box for ‘a’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Record #1 of the hit list for ‘a’ 
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Layout of information 
 
As the opening screen indicates, the information provided for each variable included in the 21-year 
dataset includes: 
 
• Follow-up identifier (always ‘NCDS 37-year Sample Survey (1995)’) 
• Variable name 
• Variable label 
• Missing values (where appropriate) 
• Value labels (where appropriate) 
• Sequential position in dataset 

 
An example is given below: 
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Information about NCDS and the 37-year Sample Survey 
 
A brief overview of NCDS in general, and the 37-year sample survey in partcular is presented after 
the opening screen and may be accessed by usning the + and/or – keys on mumeric keypad or the 

 buttons. 
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Further information about idealist 
 
Further information about Idealist may be obtained using the built-in Help function which includes a 
useful guide on ‘How to use help’ – see below. 
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2.7 Longitudinal linkage to earlier and later datasets 
 
The unique case identifier included with the NCDS 37-year data is the 7-digit string variable 
nserial.  The appropriate SPSS code for sorting cases and linking datasets would appear as 
follows: 
 
 sort cases by nserial. 
 
 match files file=filename1/ 

            file=filename2/ 
                               by=nserial. 
 
The name ‘nserial’ is the same on the NCDS 1999_2000 dataset, but it appears as ‘serial’ on the 
earlier datsets (original Perinatal Mortality Survey and NCDS follow-up sweeps 1-5).  So when 
linking to earlier datasets, it is necessary to change the name of the identifier on either these or the 
37-year dataset to harmonise them. 
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SECTION 3 
 

NCDS THIRTY SEVEN-YEAR 
SAMPLE SURVEY 

ANNOTATED QUESTIONNAIRES 
 
 
The NCDS Thirty Seven-Year Sample Survey made use of two instruments, the Main 
Questionnaire and a Self-Completion Questionnaire, plus Literacy and Numeracy Assessments.  
These instruments, annotated with the names of the associated variables included in the 
deposited dataset, are reproduced below.  Copies of showcards and interviewer instructions are 
also provided.  
 
The order of documents in this section is as follows:- 
 

1. Interviewer instructions 
 

2. Interview schedule 
 

3. Interview showcards 
 

4. Self-completion questionnaire 
 

5. Literacy and numeracy assessment 
 

6. Literacy and numeracy assessment showcards 
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3.1 Interviewer instructions 
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3.2 Interview schedule 
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3.3 Interview showcards 
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3.4 Self-completion questionnaire 
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3.5 Literacy and numeracy assessment 
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3.6 Literacy and numeracy assessment 
showcards 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

Derived Variables 
(including imputation syntax)
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NCDS Thirty seven-year Sample Survey: Derived variables 
 
 
As mentioned in the earlier sections, the variables corresponding to specific questions asked on 
the survey instruments or results of assessments, have names of the form ‘nssXXXX’.   
 
The rest of those on the dataset are derived variables, whose names and descriptions are as 
follows:- 
  
rgsc91 
seg91 
soc 
kos 
codot 
occgrp95 
c1prob 
c2prob 
c3prob 
c4prob 
c5prob 
c6prob 
c1_6prob 
read37 
write37 
basic37 
basic37c 
litscor1 
litscor2 
numscor1 
numscor2 
litscor3 
numscor3 
litscor4 
numscor4 
litgrp1 
litgrp2 
litgrp2a 
numgrp1 
numgrp2 
numgrp2a 
mala37 
mal37 
empcat8 
everunem 
manyunem 
home37 
books 
mags 
childa 
empcatp8 
empcatp5 
empfam 
empfamb 
skill1 
skill2 

Registrar-General’s Social Class 1991 based on SOC 
Socio-Economic Group 1991 based on SOC 
SOC Occupational Coding Classification 
KOS Occupational Coding Classification 
CODOT Occupational Coding Classification 
Occupational Status at 37 
Child #1 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #2 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #3 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #4 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #5 Skill Difficulties? 
Child #6 Skill Difficulties? 
Any Child Skill Difficulties? 
Reading difficulties at age 37 
Write/spell difficulties at age 37 
Basic skill difficulties at age 37 
Basic skill difficulties at age 37 - not spelling 
Literacy composite test scores (short version based on performance criteria) 
Literacy composite test scores (long version based on recoded test items) 
Numeracy composite test scores (short version based on performance criteria) 
Numeracy composite test scores (long version based on recoded test items) 
Literacy composite test scores (based on litscore1 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Numeracy composite test scores (based on numscor1 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Literacy composite test scores (based on litscore2 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Numeracy composite test scores (based on numscor2 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10) 
Grouped literacy test scores (3 categories, based on litscor1) 
Grouped literacy test scores (3 categories, based on litscor2) 
Grouped literacy test scores (4 categories, based on litscor2) 
Grouped numeracy test scores (3 categories, based on numscor1) 
Grouped numeracy test scores (3 categories, based on numscor2) 
Grouped numeracy test scores (4 categories, based on numscor2) 
malaise scores at 37 
grouped malaise scores 37 
Employment status at 37 
Ever unemployed from march 1991 ? 
How many spells unemployed ? 
Own or Rent at age 37 ? 
Hours reading Books per Week 
Hours reading Magazines per week 
Age had FIRST child 
Employment status of partner at 37 
Employment status of partner at 37 
CM & partner employment status at 37 
No. of Wage Earners (cm and/or partner) 
Literacy and numeracy skill levels (Very Low = Poor; Other = Competent) 
VeryLow/Low Lit, VeryLow Num = Poor 

job1 to job57  Employment Status in Mar 91 - Nov 95 (month-by-month). 
year91 to 
year94 

Employment Status in 12 months from March 1991(2/3/4) 

intrvid                  Interviewer Identification Number 
 
The first five of these (rgsc91, seg91, soc, kos, codot) were derived by running the CASOC1 software on the 
cohort member’s occupation.  The last (intrvid) was derived from the interviewer reference numbers on the 
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questionnaires, so as to anonymise them but still enable an analyis of interviewer effects.  The remaining 
variables were derived using the following SPSS code:- 
 
 
** OCCUPATIONAL STATUS AT AGE 37 . 
 
RECODE 
  soc 
  (MISSING=Copy)  (100 thru 199=1)  (200 thru 299=2)  (300 thru 399=3)  (400 
  thru 499=4)  (500 thru 599=5)  (600 thru 699=6)  (700 thru 799=7)  (800 
  thru 899=8)  (900 thru 999=9)  INTO  OCCGRP95 . 
VARIABLE LABELS OCCGRP95 'Occupational Status at 37'. 
VALUE LABELS OCCGRP95 1'Professional' 
                      2'Managers & Administrators' 
                      3'Associated Professional' 
                      4'Clerical & Secretarial' 
                      5'Craft & Related' 
                      6'Personal/Services' 
                      7'Sales' 
                      8'Plant/Machine' 
                      9'Other' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
missing values occgrp95 (-99). 
 
 
* Child skill problems. 
 
compute c1prob=-1. 
if (nss0966=6)c1prob=0. 
if (nss0965=5)c1prob=1. 
if (nss0961=1 or nss0962=2 or nss0963=3 or nss0964=4)c1prob=2. 
if (nss0916=1 or nss0916=2 or nss0916=3)c1prob=3. 
 
compute c2prob=-1. 
if (nss0972=6)c2prob=0. 
if (nss0971=5)c2prob=1. 
if (nss0967=1 or nss0968=2 or nss0969=3 or nss0970=4)c2prob=2. 
if (nss0917=1 or nss0917=2 or nss0917=3)c2prob=3. 
 
compute c3prob=-1. 
if (nss0978=6)c3prob=0. 
if (nss0977=5)c3prob=1. 
if (nss0973=1 or nss0974=2 or nss0975=3 or nss0976=4)c3prob=2. 
if (nss0918=1 or nss0918=2 or nss0918=3)c3prob=3. 
 
compute c4prob=-1. 
if (nss0984=6)c4prob=0. 
if (nss0983=5)c4prob=1. 
if (nss0979=1 or nss0980=2 or nss0981=3 or nss0982=4)c4prob=2. 
if (nss0919=1 or nss0919=2 or nss0919=3)c4prob=3. 
 
compute c5prob=-1. 
if (nss0990=6)c5prob=0. 
if (nss0989=5)c5prob=1. 
if (nss0985=1 or nss0986=2 or nss0987=3 or nss0988=4)c5prob=2. 
if (nss0920=1 or nss0920=2 or nss0920=3)c5prob=3. 
 
compute c6prob=-1. 
if (nss0996=6)c6prob=0. 
if (nss0995=5)c6prob=1. 
if (nss0991=1 or nss0992=2 or nss0993=3 or nss0994=4)c6prob=2. 
if (nss0921=1 or nss0921=2 or nss0921=3)c6prob=3. 
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variable labels c1prob 'Child #1 Skill Difficulties?'. 
variable labels c2prob 'Child #2 Skill Difficulties?'. 
variable labels c3prob 'Child #3 Skill Difficulties?'. 
variable labels c4prob 'Child #4 Skill Difficulties?'. 
variable labels c5prob 'Child #5 Skill Difficulties?'. 
variable labels c6prob 'Child #6 Skill Difficulties?'. 
 
value labels c1prob to c6prob 
0 "Don't know" 
1 'No difficulties' 
2 "Any non-'sight/hand' difficulty" 
3 'Sight/Hand difficulties'. 
 
Missing values c1prob to c6prob(-1). 
 
compute c1_6prob=1. 
if (c1prob=0 or c2prob=0 or c3prob=0 or c4prob=0 or c5prob=0 or c6prob=0)c1_6prob=0.  
if (c1prob=2 or c1prob=3 or c2prob=2 or c2prob=3 or c3prob=2 or c3prob=3 or c4prob=2 or c4prob=3 or 
c5prob=2 or c5prob=3 or c6prob=2 or c6prob=3)c1_6prob=2. 
variable labels c1_6prob 'Any Child Skill Difficulties?'. 
value labels c1_6prob  
0 'Not known' 
1 'No child skill difficulties' 
2 'Some child skill difficulties'. 
 
missing values c1_6prob (0). 
 
format c1prob to c1_6prob (f2.0). 
 
COMPUTE READ37 = -1 . 
IF (nss1227 = 1 & nss1228 = 2) READ37 = 1 . 
IF (nss1227 = 1 & nss1228 = 1) READ37 = 2 . 
IF (nss1227 = 2) READ37 = 3 . 
IF (nss1227 = 3) read37 = 4 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
VAR LABELS READ37 'READING DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37' . 
VALUE LABELS READ37 1'DIFFICULTIES' 
                    2'SIGHT DIFFS' 
                    3'NO DIFFICULTIES' 
                    4'REFUSED' . 
MISSING VALUES READ37 (-1 4) . 
 
COMPUTE WRITE37 = -1 . 
IF (nss1250 = 1 & nss1251 = 4) WRITE37 = 1 . 
IF (nss1250 = 2 & nss1251 = 4) WRITE37 = 2 . 
IF (nss1250 = 3 & nss1251 = 4) WRITE37 = 3 . 
IF (nss1250 <= 3 & nss1251 <= 3) WRITE37 = 4 . 
IF (nss1250 = 4) WRITE37 = 5 . 
IF (nss1250 = 5) WRITE37 = 6 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
VAR LABELS WRITE37 'WRITE SPELL DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37' . 
VALUE LABELS WRITE37 1'WRITING DIFFS' 
                     2'SPELLING DIFFS' 
                     3'DIFFS WITH BOTH' 
                     4'SIGHT HAND DIFFS' 
                     5'NO DIFFICULTIES' 
                     6'DIDN T KNOW' . 
MISSING VALUES WRITE37 (-1 6) . 
 
COMPUTE BASIC37 = -1 . 
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IF (READ37 = 3 | WRITE37 = 5 | nss1262 = 2) BASIC37 = 1 . 
IF (READ37 = 1 | WRITE37 <= 3 | nss1262 = 1) BASIC37 = 2 . 
EXECUTE. 
 
VAR LABEL BASIC37 'BASIC SKILL DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37'. 
VALUE LABELS BASIC37 1'NO DIFFICULTIES' 
                      2'DIFFICULTIES'. 
MISSING VALUES BASIC37 (-1). 
 
 
COMPUTE BASIC37C = -1 . 
IF (READ37 = 3 | WRITE37 = 5 | nss1262 = 2) BASIC37C = 1 . 
IF (READ37 = 1 | (WRITE37 = 1 | WRITE37 = 3) | nss1262 = 1) BASIC37C = 2 . 
EXECUTE. 
 
VAR LABEL BASIC37C 'BASIC SKILL DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37 - NOT SPELLING'. 
VALUE LABELS BASIC37C 1'NO DIFFICULTIES' 2'DIFFICULTIES'. 
MISSING VALUES BASIC37C (-1). 
 
 
*SCORES.sps. 
 
**LITERACY AND NUMERACY SCORES IN NCDS 10% SAMPLE SURVEY. 
 
COMMENT convert missing values into incorrect response, and recode all raw test item 
        responses and performance criteria to correct/not correct . 
 
**LITERACY. 
 
**performance criteria. 
 
DO IF (sum(nss1428,nss1432,nss1436,nss1440,nss1443,nss1448,nss1452,nss1456) >= 0) . 
RECODE 
  nss1428 nss1432 nss1436 nss1440 nss1443 nss1448 nss1452 nss1456  (1=1) 
  (MISSING=0)  (2 thru 3=0)  . 
END IF . 
EXECUTE . 
 
**raw scores. 
 
Do If (sum(nss1426,nss1427,nss1429,nss1430,nss1431,nss1433,nss1434,nss1435, 
       nss1437,nss1438,nss1439,nss1441,nss1442,nss1444,nss1445,nss1446,nss1447, 
       nss1449,nss1450,nss1451,nss1453,nss1454,nss1455) >= 0) . 
recode 
     nss1426 nss1427 nss1429 nss1430 nss1431 nss1433 nss1434 nss1435 
     nss1437 nss1438 nss1439 nss1441 nss1442 nss1444 nss1445 nss1446 
     nss1447 nss1449 nss1450 nss1451 nss1453 nss1454 nss1455 
     (1=1) (missing=0) (2 thru 3 =0). 
End If . 
EXECUTE . 
 
**NUMERACY. 
 
**performance criteria. 
 
Do If (SUM(nss1471,nss1474,nss1476,nss1512,nss1515,nss1521,nss1523,nss1528,nss1534) >= 0). 
recode 
    nss1471 nss1474 nss1476 nss1512 nss1515 nss1521 nss1523 nss1528 
    nss1534  (1=1) (missing=0) (2 thru 3 =0) . 
End If . 
EXECUTE . 
 
**raw scores. 
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Do If(SUM(nss1470,nss1472,nss1473,nss1475,nss1510,nss1511,nss1514,nss1518, 
     nss1519,nss1520,nss1522,nss1525,nss1526,nss1527,nss1530,nss1531,nss1532, 
     nss1533) >= 0). 
recode 
    nss1470 nss1472 nss1473 nss1475 nss1510 nss1511 nss1514 nss1518 nss1519 
    nss1520 nss1522 nss1525 nss1526 nss1527 nss1530 nss1531 nss1532 nss1533 
    (1=1) (missing=0) (2 thru 3 =0). 
End If . 
EXECUTE . 
 
COMMENT   compute short version (based on performance criteria) and long  
  version (based on recoded test items) of literacy and numeracy composite test scores) . 
 
compute litscor1 =  nss1428 + nss1432 + nss1436 + nss1440 
  +nss1443 + nss1448 + nss1452 + nss1456. 
 
compute litscor2 = nss1426 + nss1427 + nss1429 + nss1430 + nss1431 
  + nss1433 + nss1434 + nss1435 + nss1437 + nss1438 + nss1439 + nss1441 
  + nss1442 + nss1444 + nss1445 + nss1446 + nss1447 + nss1449 + nss1450 
  + nss1451 + nss1453 + nss1454 + nss1455 . 
 
compute numscor1 =nss1471+ nss1474+nss1476+nss1512 
  +nss1515 +nss1521 + nss1523+nss1528+nss1534. 
 
compute numscor2 = nss1470 +nss1472 +nss1473 +nss1475+ nss1510 
  +nss1511 +nss1514 +nss1518 +nss1519+ nss1520+ nss1522 
  +nss1525  + nss1526 +nss1527 +nss1530 +nss1531+ nss1532+ nss1533 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
variable labels litscor1 'Literacy composite test scores (short version based on performance criteria)'. 
variable labels numscor1 'Numeracy composite test scores (short version based on performance criteria)'. 
variable labels litscor2 'Literacy composite test scores (long version based on recoded test items)'. 
variable labels numscor2 'Numeracy composite test scores (long version based on recoded test items)'. 
 
COMMENT  
  rescale the literacy and numeracy test scores to a scale of 0 to 10 . 
 
compute litscor3 = litscor1*10/8. 
 
compute numscor3 = numscor1*10/9. 
 
compute litscor4 = litscor2*10/23. 
 
compute numscor4 = numscor2*10/18. 
EXECUTE . 
 
variable labels litscor3 'Literacy composite test scores (based on litscore1 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10)'. 
variable labels numscor3 'Numeracy composite test scores (based on numscor1 but re-scaled to range 0 to 
10)'. 
variable labels litscor4 'Literacy composite test scores (based on litscore2 but re-scaled to range 0 to 10)'. 
variable labels numscor4 'Numeracy composite test scores (based on numscor2 but re-scaled to range 0 to 
10)'. 
 
 
COMMENT  
  group literacy and numeracy test scores into three groups, 
  'very low', 'low', 'no difficulty',based  on natural cutting points  
  in the distributions of test scores.  In the case of the long  
  versions of the scales do another grouping into four groups to divide  
  the 'no difficulty' group into 'good' and 'average' performers . 
 
recode  
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  litscor1   
  (0 thru 4 = 1) (5 thru 6 =2) (7 thru 10 =3) into litgrp1. 
 
recode  
  litscor2   
  (0 thru 15 =1) (16 thru 18 =2) ( 19 thru 23 =3) into litgrp2.  
 
recode  
  litscor2   
  (0 thru 15 =1)  (16 thru 18 =2) (19 thru 21 =3) (22 thru 23 =4)  
  into litgrp2a. 
 
recode  
  numscor1   
 (0 thru 3 =1) (4 thru 5 = 2) ( 6 thru 9 =3) into numgrp1. 
 
recode  
  numscor2   
 (0 thru 10 = 1) (11 thru 13 = 2) (14 thru 18 = 3) into numgrp2. 
 
recode  
  numscor2    
 (0 thru 10 =1) (11 thru 13 = 2)  (14 thru 15 = 3) (16 thru 18 =4) 
  into numgrp2a . 
 
COMMENT  
  assign value labels to the grouped scores . 
 
value labels  
  litgrp1 litgrp2 numgrp1 numgrp2 1 'very low' 2 'low' 3 
  'no difficulty' . 
 
value labels  
  litgrp2a numgrp2a 1 'very low' 2 'low' 3 'average' 4 'good' . 
 
variable labels litgrp1 'Grouped literacy test scores (3 categories, based on litscor1)'. 
variable labels numgrp1 'Grouped numeracy test scores (3 categories, based on numscor1)'. 
 
variable labels litgrp2 'Grouped literacy test scores (3 categories, based on litscor2)'. 
variable labels numgrp2 'Grouped numeracy test scores (3 categories, based on numscor2)'. 
 
variable labels litgrp2a 'Grouped literacy test scores (4 categories, based on litscor2)'. 
variable labels numgrp2a 'Grouped numeracy test scores (4 categories, based on numscor2)'. 
 
* DERIVE37bd.sps. 
 
** DERIVED VARIABLES AT AGE 37 
 
** MALAISE AT AGE 37 
 
RECODE 
  nss1623 nss1624 nss1625 nss1626 nss1627 nss1628 nss1629 nss1630 nss1631 
  nss1632 nss1633 nss1634 nss1635 nss1636 nss1637 nss1638 nss1639 nss1640 
  nss1641 nss1642 nss1643 nss1644 nss1645 nss1646  (1=1)  (2=0) 
  (ELSE=SYSMIS)  . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** SERIAL numbers which had enough missing answers to possibly change their overall 
MALAISE score . 
 
DO IF 
  (nserial ~= '052027R' & nserial ~= '186139B' & nserial ~= '380081D' & 
   nserial ~= '382029N' & nserial ~= '510167K' & nserial ~= '518114E' & 



NCDS Sample Survey of Basic Skills 1995 - 15 

   nserial ~= '581004E' & nserial ~= '583015W' & nserial ~= '710064P' & 
   nserial ~= '730022K' & nserial ~= '810002X' & nserial ~= '825117Z' & 
   nserial ~= '932013K' & nserial ~= '962004C' & nserial ~= '986082K' &  
   nserial ~= 'Y31102B' & nserial ~= 'Y31123L'). 
     
COMPUTE MALA37 = SUM(nss1623,nss1624,nss1625,nss1626,nss1627,nss1628,nss1629, 
      nss1630,nss1631,nss1632,nss1633,nss1634,nss1635,nss1636,nss1637,nss1638, 
      nss1639,nss1640,nss1641,nss1642,nss1643,nss1644,nss1645,nss1646). 
END IF . 
EXECUTE . 
 
variable labels mala37 'malaise scores at 37'. 
 
RECODE  mala37 (Lowest thru 6=1)  (7 thru Highest=2)  (ELSE=SYSMIS)  INTO  mal37 . 
VARIABLE LABELS mal37 'grouped malaise scores 37'. 
VALUE LABELS mal37 1'fine' 
                   2'depressed' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
  
** CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS AT AGE 37 
 
RECODE 
  nss0121 
  (1=1)  (3=2)  (2=3)  (4=Copy)  (5=Copy)  (9=6)  (0=7)  (6=7)  (7=8) 
  (8=Copy)  (ELSE=SYSMIS)  INTO  EMPCAT8 . 
VARIABLE LABELS EMPCAT8 'EMPLOYMENT STATUS AT 37'. 
VALUE LABELS EMPCAT8 1'F/T EMPLOYEE' 
                     2'F/T SELF' 
                     3'P/T EMPLOYEE' 
                     4'P/T SELF' 
                     5'UNEMPLOYED' 
                     6'HOME CARE' 
                     7'F/T EDU/TRAIN' 
                     8'SICK' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
** EVER UNEMPLOYED 
 
COMPUTE EVERUNEM = -1 . 
IF (nss0321 = 1) EVERUNEM = 1 . 
IF (nss0325 = 1) EVERUNEM = 2 . 
IF (nss0325 = 2) EVERUNEM = 3 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
VARIABLE LABELS EVERUNEM 'EVER UNEMPLOYED FROM MARCH 1991 ?' . 
VALUE LABELS EVERUNEM 1'NOW UNEM' 
                      2'WAS UNEM' 
                      3'NEVER UNEM' . 
 
MISSING VALUES EVERUNEM (-1) . 
 
 
COMPUTE MANYUNEM = -1 . 
IF (nss0321 = 1 & nss0322 = 1) MANYUNEM = 1 . 
IF (nss0321 = 1 & (nss0322 >= 2 & nss0322 <= 6)) MANYUNEM = 2 . 
IF (nss0325 = 1 & nss0326 = 1) MANYUNEM = 3 . 
IF (nss0325 = 1 & (nss0326 >= 2 & nss0326 <= 6)) MANYUNEM = 4 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** SPELLS OF UNEMPLOYMENT . 
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VARIABLE LABELS MANYUNEM 'HOW MANY SPELLS UNEMPLOYED ?' . 
VALUE LABELS MANYUNEM 1'CURRENT SPELL ONLY' 
                      2'CURRENT 2+' 
                      3'ONE PREVIOUS' 
                      4'2+ PREVIOUS' . 
 
MISSING VALUES MANYUNEM (-1) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
** HOUSING - RENT OR BUY AT AGE 37 . 
 
COMPUTE HOME37 = -1 . 
IF (nss1016 = 1 | nss1016 = 2) HOME37 = 1 . 
IF ((nss1016 >= 3 & nss1016 <= 5) & (nss1017 = 1 | nss1017 = 2)) HOME37 = 2 . 
IF ((nss1016 >= 3 & nss1016 <= 5) & nss1017 = 9) HOME37 = 3 . 
IF ((nss1016 >= 3 & nss1016 <= 5) & (nss1017 = 3 | nss1017 = 4 | nss1017 = 7)) 
HOME37 = 4 . 
IF (nss1016 = 7 | nss1016 = 8) HOME37 = 5 . 
IF (nss1016 = 9) HOME37 = 6 . 
IF (nss1016 = 0) HOME37 = 7 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
VARIABLE LABELS HOME37 'Own or Rent at age 37 ?' . 
VALUE LABELS HOME37 1'OWN/MORTGAGE' 
                    2'RENT(Social)' 
                    3'RENT(Private)' 
                    4'RENT(Parent/Other)' 
                    5'RENT FREE(job,etc)' 
                    6'RENT FREE(Parent)' 
                    7'OTHER' . 
 
MISSING VALUES HOME37 (-1) . 
 
COMPUTE timeread = ((nss1246 * 60 + nss1248)/ 60) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
RECODE 
  timeREAD 
  (0=0)  (0.08 THRU 0.83=1)(1 thru 1.5=2)  (2 thru 2.5=3)  (3 thru 5.5=4)  (6 THRU HIGHEST=5) 
  (ELSE=SYSMIS) 
   INTO  BOOKS . 
VARIABLE LABELS BOOKS 'Hours reading Books per Week'. 
VALUE LABELS BOOKS 0'NEVER' 
                  1'UNDER 1 HOUR' 
                  2'UNDER 2 HOURS' 
                  3'UNDER 3 HOURS' 
                  4'UNDER 6 HOURS' 
                  5'6+ HOURS' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
COMPUTE timemags = ((nss1241 * 60 + nss1243) / 60) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
RECODE 
  timemags 
  (0=0)  (0.03 THRU 0.83=1)(1 thru 1.75=2)  (2 thru 2.75=3)  (3 thru Highest=4)  (ELSE=SYSMIS) 
   INTO  mags . 
VARIABLE LABELS mags 'Hours reading Magazines per week'. 
VALUE LABELS MAGS 0'NEVER' 
                  1'UNDER 1 HOUR' 
                  2'UNDER 2 HOURS' 
                  3'UNDER 3 HOURS' 
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                  4'3+ HOURS' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** AGE HAD FIRST CHILD 
 
DO IF 
    (nserial ~= '310090K' & nserial ~= '514031D' & nserial ~= '528016M' & nserial ~= '730032N'). 
 
COMPUTE CHILD37 = (((nss0818 - 58) * 12) + (nss0816 - 3 )) / 12 . 
 
END IF . 
 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
RECODE 
  child37   
  (Lowest thru 18.99=1)  (19 thru 20.99=2)  (21 thru 22.99=3)  (23 thru 
  24.99=4)  (25 thru 27.99=5)  (28 thru 29.99=6)  (30 thru 31.99=7)  (32 thru 34.99=8) 
 (35 thru  Highest=9)  (ELSE=SYSMIS)  INTO  CHILDa . 
VARIABLE LABELS CHILDa 'Age had FIRST child'. 
VALUE LABELS CHILDa 1'<19' 
                    2'<21' 
                    3'<23' 
                    4'<25' 
                    5'<28' 
                    6'<30' 
                    7'<32' 
                    8'<35' 
                    9'35+' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
** CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PARTNER AT AGE 37 
 
RECODE 
  nss0412 
  (1=1)  (3=2)  (2=3)  (4=Copy)  (5=Copy)  (9=6)  (0=7)  (6=7)  (7=8) 
  (8=Copy)  (ELSE=SYSMIS)  INTO  EMPCATP8 . 
VARIABLE LABELS EMPCATP8 'EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PARTNER AT 37'. 
VALUE LABELS EMPCATP8 1'F/T EMPLOYEE' 
                      2'F/T SELF' 
                      3'P/T EMPLOYEE' 
                      4'P/T SELF' 
                      5'UNEMPLOYED' 
                      6'HOME CARE' 
                      7'F/T EDU/TRAIN' 
                      8'SICK' . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** COMBINING SELF-EMPLOYED AND EMPLOYEE STATUS CATEGORIES 
 
RECODE 
  empcatP8 
  (1=Copy)  (2=1)  (3=2)  (4=2)  (5=3)  (6=4)  (7=5)  (8=-1)  (ELSE=SYSMIS) 
  INTO  EMPCATP5 . 
VARIABLE LABELS EMPCATP5 'EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PARTNER AT 37'. 
VALUE LABELS EMPCATP5 1'FULL-TIME' 
                      2'PART-TIME' 
                      3'UNEMPLOYED' 
                      4'HOME CARE' 
                      5'F/T EDU/TRAIN' 
                     -1'SICK' . 
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MISSING VALUES EMPCATP5 (-1) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
** EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF BOTH CM AND PARTNERS. 
 
COMPUTE EMPFAM = -1 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 1 | EMPCAT8 = 2) & (EMPCATP8 = 1 | EMPCATP8 = 2)) EMPFAM = 1 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 1 | EMPCAT8 = 2) & (EMPCATP8 = 3 | EMPCATP8 = 4)) EMPFAM = 2 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 3 | EMPCAT8 = 4) & (EMPCATP8 = 1 | EMPCATP8 = 2)) EMPFAM = 3 . 
IF (EMPCAT8 <= 4 & EMPCATP8 = 5) EMPFAM = 4 . 
IF (EMPCAT8 = 5 & EMPCATP8 <= 4) EMPFAM = 5 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 3 | EMPCAT8 = 4) & (EMPCATP8 = 3 | EMPCATP8 = 4)) EMPFAM = 6 . 
IF (EMPCAT8 = 6 & (EMPCATP8 = 1 | EMPCATP8 = 2)) EMPFAM = 7 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 1 | EMPCAT8 = 2) & EMPCATP8 = 6) EMPFAM = 8 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 7 | EMPCAT8 = 8) & EMPCATP8 <= 4) EMPFAM = 9 . 
 
IF (EMPCAT8 <=  4 & (EMPCATP8 = 7 | EMPCATP8 = 8)) EMPFAM = 10 . 
IF (EMPCAT8 >= 5 & EMPCATP8 >= 5) EMPFAM = 11 . 
IF (EMPCAT8 = 6  & (EMPCATP8 = 3 | EMPCATP8 = 4)) EMPFAM = 12 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 3 | EMPCAT8 = 4) & EMPCATP8 = 6 ) EMPFAM = 13 . 
 
VARIABLE LABELS EMPFAM 'CM & PARTNER EMPLOYMENT STATUS AT 37'. 
VALUE LABELS EMPFAM 1'BOTH FT' 
                    2'CM FT P PT' 
                    3'CM PT P FT' 
                    4'CM FTPT P UNEM' 
                    5'CM UNEM P FTPT' 
                    6'BOTH PT' 
                    7'CM HOME P FT' 
                    8'CM FT P HOME' 
                    9'CM OLF P FTPT' 
                   10'CM FTPT P OLF' 
                   11'BOTH OLF INC UNEM' 
                   12'CM HOME P PT' 
                   13'CM PT P HOME' . 
 
MISSING VALUES EMPFAM (-1) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** EARNINGS COMING INTO HOUSEHOLD FROM WAGES . 
 
COMPUTE EMPFAMb = -1 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 = 1 | EMPCAT8 = 2) & (EMPCATP8 = 1 | EMPCATP8 = 2)) EMPFAMb = 1 . 
IF (((EMPCAT8 = 1 | EMPCAT8 = 2) & (EMPCATP8 = 3 | EMPCATP8 = 4))|  
((EMPCAT8 = 3 | EMPCAT8 = 4) & (EMPCATP8 = 1 | EMPCATP8 = 2))|  
((EMPCAT8 = 3 | EMPCAT8 = 4) & (EMPCATP8 = 3 | EMPCATP8 = 4)))EMPFAMb = 2 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 >= 5 & (EMPCATP8 = 1 | EMPCATP8 = 2)) | 
((EMPCAT8 = 1 | EMPCAT8 = 2) & EMPCATP8 >= 5)) EMPFAMb = 3 . 
IF ((EMPCAT8 >= 5 & (EMPCATP8 = 3 | EMPCATP8 = 4)) | 
((EMPCAT8 = 3 | EMPCAT8 = 4) & EMPCATP8 >= 5)) EMPFAMb = 4 . 
IF (EMPCAT8 >= 5 & EMPCATP8 >= 5) EMPFAMb = 5 . 
 
 
VARIABLE LABELS EMPFAMb 'No. of Wage Earners (cm and/or partner)'. 
VALUE LABELS EMPFAMb 1'Both ft' 
                     2'1ft1pt or 2pt' 
                     3'1 ft 1 olf' 
                     4'1 pt 1 olf' 
                     5'Both olf' . 
                    
MISSING VALUES EMPFAMb (-1) . 
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EXECUTE . 
 
 
* BASIC37.sps 
 
COMPUTE READ37 = -1 . 
IF (nss1227 = 1 & nss1228 = 2) READ37 = 1 . 
IF (nss1227 = 1 & nss1228 = 1) READ37 = 2 . 
IF (nss1227 = 2) READ37 = 3 . 
IF (nss1227 = 3) read37 = 4 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
VAR LABELS READ37 'READING DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37' . 
VALUE LABELS READ37 1'DIFFICULTIES' 
                    2'SIGHT DIFFS' 
                    3'NO DIFFICULTIES' 
                    4'REFUSED' . 
MISSING VALUES READ37 (-1 4) . 
 
COMPUTE WRITE37 = -1 . 
IF (nss1250 = 1 & nss1251 = 4) WRITE37 = 1 . 
IF (nss1250 = 2 & nss1251 = 4) WRITE37 = 2 . 
IF (nss1250 = 3 & nss1251 = 4) WRITE37 = 3 . 
IF (nss1250 <= 3 & nss1251 <= 3) WRITE37 = 4 . 
IF (nss1250 = 4) WRITE37 = 5 . 
IF (nss1250 = 5) WRITE37 = 6 . 
EXECUTE . 
 
VAR LABELS WRITE37 'WRITE SPELL DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37' . 
VALUE LABELS WRITE37 1'WRITING DIFFS' 
                     2'SPELLING DIFFS' 
                     3'DIFFS WITH BOTH' 
                     4'SIGHT HAND DIFFS' 
                     5'NO DIFFICULTIES' 
                     6'DIDN T KNOW' . 
MISSING VALUES WRITE37 (-1 6) . 
 
COMPUTE BASIC37 = -1 . 
IF (READ37 = 3 | WRITE37 = 5 | nss1262 = 2) BASIC37 = 1 . 
IF (READ37 = 1 | WRITE37 <= 3 | nss1262 = 1) BASIC37 = 2 . 
EXECUTE. 
 
VAR LABEL BASIC37 'BASIC SKILL DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37'. 
VALUE LABELS BASIC37 1'NO DIFFICULTIES' 
                      2'DIFFICULTIES'. 
MISSING VALUES BASIC37 (-1). 
 
 
COMPUTE BASIC37C = -1 . 
IF (READ37 = 3 | WRITE37 = 5 | nss1262 = 2) BASIC37C = 1 . 
IF (READ37 = 1 | (WRITE37 = 1 | WRITE37 = 3) | nss1262 = 1) BASIC37C = 2 . 
EXECUTE. 
 
VAR LABEL BASIC37C 'BASIC SKILL DIFFICULTIES AT AGE 37 - NOT SPELLING'. 
VALUE LABELS BASIC37C 1'NO DIFFICULTIES' 2'DIFFICULTIES'. 
MISSING VALUES BASIC37C (-1). 
 
 
 
** RE GROUPING LITERACY AND NUMERACY ABILITY GROUPS AT AGE 37 INTO 
POOR AND COMPETENT . 
 
COMPUTE SKILL1 = -1 . 
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IF (LITGRP2 = 1 & NUMGRP2A = 1) SKILL1 = 1 . 
IF (LITGRP2 = 1 & (NUMGRP2A = 2 | NUMGRP2 = 3)) SKILL1 = 2 . 
IF ((LITGRP2 = 2 | LITGRP2 = 3) & NUMGRP2A = 1) SKILL1 = 3 . 
IF ((LITGRP2 = 2 | LITGRP2 = 3) & (NUMGRP2A = 2 | NUMGRP2 = 3)) SKILL1 = 4 . 
 
VARIABLE LABELS SKILL1 'Literacy and numeracy skill levels (Very Low = Poor; Other = Competent)'. 
VALUE LABELS SKILL1 1'Poor Lit & Num' 
                    2'Poor Lit' 
                    3'Poor Num' 
                    4'Comp Lit & Num' . 
 
MISSING VALUES SKILL1 (-1) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
COMPUTE SKILL2 = -1 . 
IF ((LITGRP2 = 1 | LITGRP2 = 2) & NUMGRP2 = 1) SKILL2 = 1 . 
IF ((LITGRP2 = 1 | LITGRP2 = 2) & (NUMGRP2 = 2 | NUMGRP2 = 3)) SKILL2 = 2 . 
IF (LITGRP2 = 3 & NUMGRP2 = 1) SKILL2 = 3 . 
IF (LITGRP2 = 3 & (NUMGRP2 = 2 | NUMGRP2 = 3)) SKILL2 = 4 . 
 
VARIABLE LABELS SKILL2 'VeryLow/Low Lit, VeryLow Num = Poor'. 
VALUE LABELS SKILL2 1'Poor Lit & Num' 
                    2'Poor Lit' 
                    3'Poor Num' 
                    4'Comp Lit & Num' . 
 
MISSING VALUES SKILL2 (-1) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
* JOBHIST.sps. 
 
** CALCULATING JOB HISTORIES FOR NCDS AT 37. 
** USING SAME CODE AS IN NCDS5 ON JOB HISTORY INFORMATION GIVEN AT 33.  
 
 
** RECODE DON'T KNOW START/END MONTHS TO 6 FROM 98 . 
 
RECODE 
 nss0122 nss0126 nss0132 nss0136 nss0142 nss0146 nss0152 nss0156 nss0162 
 nss0166 nss0172 nss0176 nss0210 nss0214 nss0220 nss0224 nss0230 nss0234 
 nss0240 nss0244 (98 = 6). 
EXECUTE. 
 
** IF START/END MONTHS MORE THAN 12 RECODE TO 12 . 
 
RECODE 
 nss0122 nss0126 nss0132 nss0136 nss0142 nss0146 nss0152 nss0156 nss0162 
 nss0166 nss0172 nss0176 nss0210 nss0214 nss0220 nss0224 nss0230 nss0234 
 nss0240 nss0244 (12 THRU HIGH = 12). 
EXECUTE. 
 
** LOOK AT COHORT MEMBERS WHO DONT KNOW START/END YEAR FOR ALL JOBS. 
 
TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF (nss0124  = 98| nss0128  = 98| nss0134  = 98| nss0138 = 98 | nss0144  = 98 
         | nss0148  = 98| nss0154  = 98| nss0158  = 98| nss0164  = 98| nss0168  = 98 
         | nss0174  = 98| nss0178  = 98| nss0212  = 98| nss0216  = 98| nss0222  = 98 
         | nss0226  = 98| nss0232  = 98| nss0236  = 98| nss0242  = 98| nss0246 = 98). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial nss0121 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
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EXECUTE . 
 
** LOOK AT COHORT MEMBERS WHO DONT KNOW START/END YEAR FOR FIRST JOB. 
 
TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF (nss0124  = 98| nss0128  = 98). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial nss0121 NSS0122 NSS0124 NSS0126 NSS0128 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** THERE WERE ONLY 13 CASES OVERALL REFER TO OUTPUT FILE WORK\SAM\AT37\JOBHIST.SAV 
. 
 
** CASE 79, 470, 1000, 1066, 1499 ALL SET TO MISSING. 
 
** THE FOLLOWING CASES WERE CHANGED TO START OF RELEVANT EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
   MARCH 1991 AS STARTED FIRST JOB MANY YEARS AGO AND NEVER BEEN UNEMPLOYED . 
 
DO IF 
    (nserial = '089019Z' | nserial ='287092Q' | nserial = '330061Q' |  
     nserial = '381065M' | nserial = '450064S' | nserial = '500084Y' |  
     nserial = '730032N' | nserial = '987064N'). 
 
RECODE 
    NSS0122 (6 = 3) . 
RECODE 
    NSS0124 (98 = 91). 
END IF . 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
** LOOK AT 0 RESPONSE IN JOB VARIABLES . 
 
** JUST 3 CASES - CASE '500360W' 503027B' '505019P'. 
** SEE OUTPUT FILE FOR DETAILS. 
 
** SYSTEM MISSING ON DATA WITH NO MONTH BUT YEAR DATE GIVEN. 
** RECODE SYSTEM MISSING TO 6 . 
 
IF (NSS0124 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0122)) NSS0122 = 6. 
IF (NSS0128 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0126)) NSS0126 = 6. 
IF (NSS0134 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0132)) NSS0132 = 6. 
IF (NSS0138 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0136)) NSS0136 = 6. 
IF (NSS0144 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0142)) NSS0142 = 6. 
IF (NSS0148 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0146)) NSS0146 = 6. 
IF (NSS0154 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0152)) NSS0152 = 6. 
IF (NSS0158 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0156)) NSS0156 = 6. 
IF (NSS0164 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0162)) NSS0162 = 6. 
IF (NSS0168 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0166)) NSS0166 = 6. 
IF (NSS0174 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0172)) NSS0172 = 6. 
IF (NSS0178 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0176)) NSS0176 = 6. 
IF (NSS0212 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0210)) NSS0210 = 6. 
IF (NSS0216 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0214)) NSS0214 = 6. 
IF (NSS0222 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0220)) NSS0220 = 6. 
IF (NSS0226 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0224)) NSS0224 = 6. 
IF (NSS0232 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0230)) NSS0230 = 6. 
IF (NSS0236 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0234)) NSS0234 = 6. 
IF (NSS0242 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0240)) NSS0240 = 6. 
IF (NSS0246 >= 1 & SYSMIS(NSS0244)) NSS0244 = 6. 
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** RECODING MISSING DATA TO O FROM SYSTEM MISSING FOR CALCULATION 
  OF MONTHS IN ANY WORK, ETC . 
 
RECODE 
  nss0122 nss0124 nss0126 nss0128 nss0132  nss0134 nss0136 nss0138 nss0142 nss0144 
           nss0146  nss0148 nss0152  nss0154  nss0156  
           nss0158 nss0162  nss0164 nss0166 nss0168  
           nss0172  nss0174 nss0176 nss0178  nss0210  
           nss0212  nss0214 nss0216 nss0220  nss0222  
           nss0224 nss0226  nss0230 nss0232  nss0234 
           nss0236 nss0240  nss0242 nss0244 nss0246 
 (SYSMIS=0)  . 
EXECUTE . 
 
** LOOK AT CASES WHO ANSWERED F/T OR P/T BUT GAVE NO JOB HISTORY INFORMATION. 
**JOB1. 
temporary. 
select if (nss0131 > 0 & nss0122 = 0 & nss0124 = 0). 
LIST 
 VARIABLES=nserial 
 /CASES= BY 1 
 /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
 
** 8 CASES HAD EITHER GIVEN NO DATES OR HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN SET TO MISSING. 
** CHANGED THE F/T P/T INFORMATION IN VAR NSS0131 TO O . 
** HAD TO DO THIS OR GET A COMPLETE FULLOR PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT HISTORY. 
** CASE NO 79 147 178 470 869 1000 1066 1199. 
 
**JOB2. 
temporary. 
select if (nss0141 > 0 & nss0132 = 0 & nss0134 = 0). 
LIST 
 VARIABLES=nserial 
 /CASES= BY 1 
 /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
 
** 4 CASES AS ABOVE. 
** CASE 79 470 1000 1066. 
** CHANGED TO 0 . 
 
 
**JOB3. 
temporary. 
select if (nss0151 > 0 & nss0142 = 0 & nss0144 = 0). 
LIST 
 VARIABLES=nserial 
 /CASES= BY 1 
 /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
 
** CASE 1000 ONLY. 
 
**JOB4. 
temporary. 
select if (nss0161 > 0 & nss0152 = 0 & nss0154 = 0). 
LIST 
 VARIABLES=nserial 
 /CASES= BY 1 
 /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
** CASE 1000 ONLY. 
 
**JOB5 TO JOB10 NO CASES WERE LISTED. 
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** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB1. 
 
DO IF (NSS0131 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL1S = (NSS0124 * 12) + NSS0122 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0126 ~= 0 & NSS0128 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL1E = (NSS0128 * 12) + NSS0126 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0128 = 0 | NSS0126 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL1E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB1. 
 
DO IF (NSS0131 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART1S = (NSS0124 * 12) + NSS0122 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0126 ~= 0 & NSS0128 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART1E = (NSS0128 * 12) + NSS0126 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0128 = 0 | NSS0126 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART1E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB2. 
 
DO IF (NSS0141 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL2S = (NSS0134 * 12) + NSS0132 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0136 ~= 0 & NSS0138 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL2E = (NSS0138 * 12) + NSS0136 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0138 = 0 | NSS0136 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL2E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB2. 
 
DO IF (NSS0141 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART2S = (NSS0134 * 12) + NSS0132 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0136 ~= 0 & NSS0138 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART2E = (NSS0138 * 12) + NSS0136 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0138 = 0| NSS0136 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART2E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB3. 
 
DO IF (NSS0151 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL3S = (NSS0144 * 12) + NSS0142 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0146 ~= 0 & NSS0148 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL3E = (NSS0148 * 12) + NSS0146 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0148 = 0 | NSS0146 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL3E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
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** JOB3. 
 
DO IF (NSS0151 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART3S = (NSS0144 * 12) + NSS0142 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0146 ~= 0 & NSS0148 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART3E = (NSS0148 * 12) + NSS0146 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0148 = 0 | NSS0146 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART3E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB4. 
 
DO IF (NSS0161 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL4S = (NSS0154 * 12) + NSS0152 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0156 ~= 0 & NSS0158 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL4E = (NSS0158 * 12) + NSS0156 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0158 = 0 | NSS0156 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL4E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB4. 
 
DO IF (NSS0161 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART4S = (NSS0154 * 12) + NSS0152 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0156 ~= 0 & NSS0158 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART4E = (NSS0158 * 12) + NSS0156 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0158 = 0 | NSS0156 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART4E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB5. 
 
DO IF (NSS0171 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL5S = (NSS0164 * 12) + NSS0162 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0166 ~= 0 & NSS0168 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL5E = (NSS0168 * 12) + NSS0166 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0168 = 0 | NSS0166 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL5E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB5. 
 
DO IF (NSS0171 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART5S = (NSS0164 * 12) + NSS0162 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0166 ~= 0 & NSS0168 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART5E = (NSS0168 * 12) + NSS0166 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0168 = 0 | NSS0166 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART5E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB6. 
 
DO IF (NSS0181 = 1). 
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COMPUTE FULL6S = (NSS0174 * 12) + NSS0172 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0176 ~= 0 & NSS0178 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL6E = (NSS0178 * 12) + NSS0176 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0178 = 0 | NSS0176 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL6E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB6. 
 
DO IF (NSS0181 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART6S = (NSS0174 * 12) + NSS0172 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0176 ~= 0 & NSS0178 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART6E = (NSS0178 * 12) + NSS0176 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0178 = 0 | NSS0176 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART6E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB7. 
 
DO IF (NSS0219 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL7S = (NSS0212 * 12) + NSS0210 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0214 ~= 0 & NSS0216 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL7E = (NSS0216 * 12) + NSS0214 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0214 = 0 | NSS0216 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL7E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB7. 
 
DO IF (NSS0219 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART7S = (NSS0212 * 12) + NSS0210 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0214 ~= 0 & NSS0216 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART7E = (NSS0216 * 12) + NSS0214 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0214 = 0 | NSS0216 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART7E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB8. 
 
DO IF (NSS0229 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL8S = (NSS0222 * 12) + NSS0220 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0224 ~= 0 & NSS0226 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL8E = (NSS0226 * 12) + NSS0224 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0224 = 0 |NSS0226 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL8E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB8. 
 
DO IF (NSS0229 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART8S = (NSS0222 * 12) + NSS0220 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0224 ~= 0 & NSS0226 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART8E = (NSS0226 * 12) + NSS0224 - 1092. 
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ELSE IF (NSS0224 = 0 | NSS0226 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART8E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB9. 
 
DO IF (NSS0239 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL9S = (NSS0232 * 12) + NSS0230 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0234 ~= 0 & NSS0236 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL9E = (NSS0236 * 12) + NSS0234 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0234 = 0 | NSS0236 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL9E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB9. 
 
DO IF (NSS0239 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART9S = (NSS0232 * 12) + NSS0230 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0234 ~= 0 & NSS0236 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART9E = (NSS0236 * 12) + NSS0234 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0234 = 0 | NSS0236 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART9E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN FULL-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB10. 
 
DO IF (NSS0249 = 1). 
COMPUTE FULL10S = (NSS0242 * 12) + NSS0240 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0244 ~= 0 & NSS0246 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FULL10E = (NSS0246 * 12) + NSS0244 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0244 = 0 | NSS0246 = 0). 
COMPUTE FULL10E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN PART-TIME WORK FROM MARCH 1991. 
** JOB10. 
 
DO IF (NSS0249 = 2). 
COMPUTE PART10S = (NSS0242 * 12) + NSS0240 - 1092. 
DO IF (NSS0244 ~= 0 & NSS0246 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE PART10E = (NSS0246 * 12) + NSS0244 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0244 = 0 | NSS0246 = 0). 
COMPUTE PART10E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991 WHERE full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB1. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0131) & NSS0124 ~= 0  & NSS0122 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT1S = (NSS0124 * 12) + NSS0122 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0131) & NSS0126 ~= 0 & NSS0128 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT1E = (NSS0128 * 12) + NSS0126 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0128 = 0 | NSS0126 = 0). 
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COMPUTE FTPT1E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB2. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0141) & NSS0134 ~= 0  & NSS0132 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT2S = (NSS0134 * 12) + NSS0132 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0141) & NSS0136 ~= 0 & NSS0138 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT2E = (NSS0138 * 12) + NSS0136 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0138 = 0 | NSS0136 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT2E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB3. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0151) & NSS0144 ~= 0  & NSS0142 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT3S = (NSS0144 * 12) + NSS0142 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0151) & NSS0146 ~= 0 & NSS0148 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT3E = (NSS0148 * 12) + NSS0146 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0148 = 0 | NSS0146 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT3E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB4. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0161) & NSS0154 ~= 0  & NSS0152 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT4S = (NSS0154 * 12) + NSS0152 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0161) & NSS0156 ~= 0 & NSS0158 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT4E = (NSS0158 * 12) + NSS0156 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0158 = 0 |NSS0156 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT4E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB5. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0171) & NSS0164 ~= 0  & NSS0162 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT5S = (NSS0164 * 12) + NSS0162 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0171) & NSS0166 ~= 0 & NSS0168 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT5E = (NSS0168 * 12) + NSS0166 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0168 = 0 | NSS0166 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT5E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB6. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0181) & NSS0174 ~= 0  & NSS0172 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT6S = (NSS0174 * 12) + NSS0172 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0181) & NSS0176 ~= 0 & NSS0178 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT6E = (NSS0178 * 12) + NSS0176 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0178 = 0 | NSS0176 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT6E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
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** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB7. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0219) & NSS0212 ~= 0 & NSS0210 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT7S = (NSS0212 * 12) + NSS0210 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0219) & NSS0214 ~= 0 & NSS0216 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT7E = (NSS0216 * 12) + NSS0214 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0214 = 0 | NSS0216 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT7E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB8. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0229) & NSS0222 ~= 0  & NSS0220 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT8S = (NSS0222 * 12) + nss0220 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0229) & NSS0224 ~= 0 & NSS0226 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT8E = (NSS0226 * 12) + NSS0224 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0224 = 0 | NSS0226 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT8E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB9. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0239) & NSS0232 ~= 0  & NSS0230 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT9S = (NSS0232 * 12) + NSS0230 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0239) & NSS0234 ~= 0 & NSS0236 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT9E = (NSS0236 * 12) + NSS0234 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0234 = 0 | NSS0236 = 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT9E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS IN WORK FROM MARCH 1991. full-time or part-time not stated. 
** JOB10. 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0249) & NSS0242~= 0  & NSS0240 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT10S = (NSS0242 * 12) + NSS0240 - 1092. 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0249) & NSS0244 ~= 0 & NSS0246 ~= 0). 
COMPUTE FTPT10E = (NSS0246 * 12) + NSS0244 - 1092. 
ELSE IF (NSS0244 = 0 | NSS0246 = 0). 
 
COMPUTE FTPT10E = 60. 
END IF. 
END IF. 
 
 
** CALCULATING MONTHS OUT OF THE LABOUR FORCE FROM MARCH 1991.  
** IF ALL INFORMATION MISSING ON JOB1 THEN OLF FOR ALL MONTHS FROM MARCH 1991 . 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0131) & NSS0124 = 0 & NSS0122 = 0 & NSS0126 = 0 
      & NSS0128 = 0). 
COMPUTE OLFS = 0 . 
END IF . 
 
DO IF (SYSMIS(NSS0131) & NSS0124 = 0 & NSS0122 = 0 & NSS0126 = 0 
      & NSS0128 = 0). 
COMPUTE OLFE = 60 . 
END IF. 
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** LOOKING AT IF START DATES OF A JOB ARE BEFORE END OF A PREVIOUS JOB. 
 
TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF (FULL1E > FULL2S). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial  FULL1S FULL1E FULL2S FULL2E  
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
EXECUTE . 
 
TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF (PART1E > PART2S). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial  PART1S PART1E PART2S PART2E 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF (FULL2E > FULL3S). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial  FULL2S FULL2E FULL3S FULL3E 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF (PART2E > PART3S). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial  PART2S PART2E PART3S PART3E 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
EXECUTE . 
** SOME CASES WITH INFORMATION ENTERED BACKWARDS, OTHER CASES JOBS JUST 
OVERLAPPING. 
** SEE OUTFILE FOR DETAILS. 
 
** RECODING TO GET A CORRECT START DATE IE. MARCH 1991. 
 
COMPUTE FULL1S = FULL1S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL1E = FULL1E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART1S = PART1S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART1E = PART1E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL2S = FULL2S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL2E = FULL2E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART2S = PART2S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART2E = PART2E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL3S = FULL3S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL3E = FULL3E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART3S = PART3S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART3E = PART3E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL4S = FULL4S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL4E = FULL4E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART4S = PART4S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART4E = PART4E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL5S = FULL5S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL5E = FULL5E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART5S = PART5S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART5E = PART5E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL6S = FULL6S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL6E = FULL6E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART6S = PART6S - 3 . 
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COMPUTE PART6E = PART6E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL7S = FULL7S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL7E = FULL7E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART7S = PART7S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART7E = PART7E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL8S = FULL8S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL8E = FULL8E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART8S = PART8S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART8E = PART8E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL9S = FULL9S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL9E = FULL9E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART9S = PART9S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART9E = PART9E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL10S = FULL10S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FULL10E = FULL10E - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART10S = PART10S - 3 . 
COMPUTE PART10E = PART10E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT1S = FTPT1S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT1E = FTPT1E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT2S = FTPT2S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT2E = FTPT2E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT3S = FTPT3S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT3E = FTPT3E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT4S = FTPT4S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT4E = FTPT4E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT5S = FTPT5S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT5E = FTPT5E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT6S = FTPT6S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT6E = FTPT6E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT7S = FTPT7S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT7E = FTPT7E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT8S = FTPT8S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT8E = FTPT8E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT9S = FTPT9S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT9E = FTPT9E - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT10S = FTPT10S - 3 . 
COMPUTE FTPT10E = FTPT10E - 3 . 
 
 
** RECODING ALL NEGATIVE VALUES TO 0. 
** NEGATIVE VALUES INDICATE A START DATE PRIOR TO MARCH 1991. 
** O INDICATES MARCH 1991. 
 
RECODE 
  FULL1S FULL1E PART1S PART1E FULL2S FULL2E PART2S PART2E 
  FULL3S FULL3E PART3S PART3E FULL4S FULL4E PART4S PART4E 
  FULL5S FULL5E PART5S PART5E FULL6S FULL6E PART6S PART6E 
  FULL7S FULL7E PART7S PART7E FULL8S FULL8E PART8S PART8E 
  FULL9S FULL9E PART9S PART9E FULL10S FULL10E PART10S PART10E 
  FTPT1S FTPT1E FTPT2S FTPT2E FTPT3S FTPT3E FTPT4S FTPT4E 
  FTPT5S FTPT5E FTPT6S FTPT6E FTPT7S FTPT7E FTPT8S FTPT8E 
  FTPT9S FTPT9E FTPT10S FTPT10E  
   (LOWEST THRU 0 = 0) (ELSE=COPY) . 
EXECUTE . 
 
 
 
** CREATING A SET OF VARIABLES FOR MISSING START/END DATES . 
 
DO REPEAT 
  X =  full1e full2e full3e full4e full5e full6e full7e full8e full9e 
       full10e part1e part2e part3e part4e part5e part6e part7e part8e 
       part9e part10e olfe ftpt1e ftpt2e ftpt3e ftpt4e ftpt5e ftpt6e ftpt7e 
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       ftpt8e ftpt9e ftpt10e / 
  Y =  Mfull1e Mfull2e Mfull3e Mfull4e Mfull5e Mfull6e Mfull7e Mfull8e Mfull9e 
       Mfull10e Mpart1e Mpart2e Mpart3e Mpart4e Mpart5e Mpart6e Mpart7e Mpart8e 
       Mpart9e Mpart10e Molfe Mftpt1e Mftpt2e Mftpt3e Mftpt4e Mftpt5e Mftpt6e Mftpt7e 
       Mftpt8e Mftpt9e Mftpt10e / 
  W =  full1s full2s full3s full4s full5s full6s full7s full8s full9s 
       full10s part1s part2s part3s part4s part5s part6s part7s part8s 
       part9s part10s olfs ftpt1s ftpt2s ftpt3s ftpt4s ftpt5s ftpt6s ftpt7s 
       ftpt8s ftpt9s ftpt10s / 
  z =  Mfull1s Mfull2s Mfull3s Mfull4s Mfull5s Mfull6s Mfull7s Mfull8s Mfull9s 
       Mfull10s Mpart1s Mpart2s Mpart3s Mpart4s Mpart5s Mpart6s Mpart7s Mpart8s 
       Mpart9s Mpart10s Molfs Mftpt1s Mftpt2s Mftpt3s Mftpt4s Mftpt5s Mftpt6s Mftpt7s 
       Mftpt8s Mftpt9s Mftpt10s . 
 
COMPUTE Y = 0 . 
IF MISSING (X) Y = 1. 
COMPUTE Z = 0 . 
IF MISSING (W) Z = 1. 
END REPEAT. 
 
 
** CREATING THE JOB HISTORY VECTOR. 
** WHETHER IN FULL-TIME PART-TIME UNSPECIFIED FULL OR PART OR OLF FROM MARCH 1991. 
** VALUES = 1 FULL-TIME 2 PART-TIME 3 UNSPECIFIED 4 OLF. 
 
VECTOR JOB (60,f3.0) . 
. 
DO IF (MOLFS ~= 1 & MOLFE ~= 1). 
LOOP #a=OLFS TO OLFE. 
+ COMPUTE JOB(#a)=4. 
END LOOP. 
END IF. 
 
do if (mftpt1s ~= 1 & mftpt1e ~= 1). 
loop #a=ftpt1s to ftpt1e. 
+ compute job (#a)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt2s ~= 1 & mftpt2e ~= 1). 
loop #b=ftpt2s to ftpt2e. 
+ compute job (#b)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt3s ~= 1 & mftpt3e ~= 1). 
loop #c=ftpt3s to ftpt3e. 
+ compute job (#c)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt4s ~= 1 & mftpt4e ~= 1). 
loop #d=ftpt4s to ftpt4e. 
+ compute job (#d)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt5s ~= 1 & mftpt5e ~= 1). 
loop #e=ftpt5s to ftpt5e. 
+ compute job (#e)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt6s ~= 1 & mftpt6e ~= 1). 
loop #f=ftpt6s to ftpt6e. 
+ compute job (#f)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
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do if (mftpt7s ~= 1 & mftpt7e ~= 1). 
loop #g=ftpt7s to ftpt7e. 
+ compute job (#g)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt8s ~= 1 & mftpt8e ~= 1). 
loop #h=ftpt8s to ftpt8e. 
+ compute job (#h)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt9s ~= 1 & mftpt9e ~= 1). 
loop #i=ftpt9s to ftpt9e. 
+ compute job (#i)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mftpt10s ~= 1 & mftpt10e ~= 1). 
loop #j=ftpt10s to ftpt10e. 
+ compute job (#j)=3. 
end loop. 
end if. 
 
execute . 
 
 
vector job = job1 to job60. 
do if (mpart1s ~= 1 & mpart1e ~= 1). 
loop #a=part1s to part1e. 
+ compute job (#a)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart2s ~= 1 & mpart2e ~= 1). 
loop #b=part2s to part2e. 
+ compute job (#b)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart3s ~= 1 & mpart3e ~= 1). 
loop #c=part3s to part3e. 
+ compute job (#c)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart4s ~= 1 & mpart4e ~= 1). 
loop #d=part4s to part4e. 
+ compute job (#d)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart5s ~= 1 & mpart5e ~= 1). 
loop #e=part5s to part5e. 
+ compute job (#e)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart6s ~= 1 & mpart6e ~= 1). 
loop #f=part6s to part6e. 
+ compute job (#f)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart7s ~= 1 & mpart7e ~= 1). 
loop #g=part7s to part7e. 
+ compute job (#g)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart8s ~= 1 & mpart8e ~= 1). 
loop #h=part8s to part8e. 
+ compute job (#h)=2. 
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end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart9s ~= 1 & mpart9e ~= 1). 
loop #i=part9s to part9e. 
+ compute job (#i)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mpart10s ~= 1 & mpart10e ~= 1). 
loop #j=part10s to part10e. 
+ compute job (#j)=2. 
end loop. 
end if. 
 
EXECUTE. 
 
vector job = job1 to job60. 
do if (mfull1s ~= 1 & mfull1e ~= 1). 
loop #a=full1s to full1e. 
+ compute job (#a)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull2s ~= 1 & mfull2e ~= 1). 
loop #b=full2s to full2e. 
+ compute job (#b)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull3s ~= 1 & mfull3e ~= 1). 
loop #c=full3s to full3e. 
+ compute job (#c)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull4s ~= 1 & mfull4e ~= 1). 
loop #d=full4s to full4e. 
+ compute job (#d)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull5s ~= 1 & mfull5e ~= 1). 
loop #e=full5s to full5e. 
+ compute job (#e)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull6s ~= 1 & mfull6e ~= 1). 
loop #f=full6s to full6e. 
+ compute job (#f)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull7s ~= 1 & mfull7e ~= 1). 
loop #g=full7s to full7e. 
+ compute job (#g)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull8s ~= 1 & mfull8e ~= 1). 
loop #h=full8s to full8e. 
+ compute job (#h)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull9s ~= 1 & mfull9e ~= 1). 
loop #i=full9s to full9e. 
+ compute job (#i)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
do if (mfull10s ~= 1 & mfull10e ~= 1). 
loop #j=full10s to full10e. 



NCDS Sample Survey of Basic Skills 1995 - 34 

+ compute job (#j)=1. 
end loop. 
end if. 
 
EXECUTE. 
 
** ATTEMPTING TO LOOK AT 'MISSING INFORMATION' IN HISTORIES OR GENUINE 'OLF'. 
 
** LOOKING AT CASES WHO HAVE NOT GIVEN US CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS. 
 
TEMPORARY. 
SELECT IF(SYSMIS(NSS0121)). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
 
** SEE OUTFILE. 
** 5 CASES - JUST 1 NOT VALID. 
 
** CASES WITH WITH CONTINUAL OLF STATUS . 
 
TEMPORARY.  
SELECT IF(JOB1 = 4 & JOB60 = 4). 
LIST 
  VARIABLES=nserial NSS0121 
  /CASES= BY 1 
  /FORMAT=  WRAP  NUMBERED . 
 
** A TOTAL OF 161 CASES -OF WHICH 158 ARE CURRENTLY NOT WORKING. 
** 2 CASES - 1499 IS WORKING PART-TIME  AND 1584 IS 'MISSING'. 
 
** RECODING JOB HISTORIES TO BE MISSING. 
 
DO IF 
   (nserial = '960061E' | nserial = '986376C'). 
 
RECODE 
 job10 job11 job12 job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job2 job20 
 job21 job22 job23 job24 job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job3 job30 job31 
 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 job37 job38 job39 job4 job40 job41 job42 
 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 job49 job5 job50 job51 job52 job53 
 job54 job55 job56 job57 job58 job59 job6 job60 job7 job8 job9 job1 
 (4 = 0) . 
END IF. 
 
 
** RECODING JOB HISTORIES FROM SYSTEM MISSING TO 4 IF THERE IS SOME VALID JOB INFO. 
** CASES PUT AS OLF (4) IN GAPS BETWEEN JOB INFORMATION. 
 
DO IF 
   (nserial ~= '960061E' | nserial ~= '986376C'). 
 
RECODE 
 job10 job11 job12 job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job2 job20 
 job21 job22 job23 job24 job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job3 job30 job31 
 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 job37 job38 job39 job4 job40 job41 job42 
 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 job49 job5 job50 job51 job52 job53 
 job54 job55 job56 job57 job58 job59 job6 job60 job7 job8 job9 job1 
 (SYSMIS = 4) . 
END IF. 
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** CREATING YEAR INFORMATION. 
** MOST TIME SPENT IN ONE STATUS IN ANY ONE YEAR. 
 
** YEAR FROM MARCH 1991. 
COUNT 
 full91 =  job1 job2 job3 job4 job5 job6 job7 job8 job9 job10 job11 job12 (1)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS full91 'F/T Employment Status in 1991' . 
 
COUNT 
 part91 =  job1 job2 job3 job4 job5 job6 job7 job8 job9 job10 job11 job12 (2)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART91 'P/T Employment Status in 1991' . 
 
COUNT 
 FTPT91 =  job1 job2 job3 job4 job5 job6 job7 job8 job9 job10 job11 job12 (3)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS FTPT91 'Employment Status in 1991 where FT/PT not known' . 
 
COUNT 
OLF91  =  job1 job2 job3 job4 job5 job6 job7 job8 job9 job10 job11 job12 (4)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS OLF91 'OUT OF LABOUR FORCE IN 1991' . 
 
COUNT 
MISS91  =  job1 job2 job3 job4 job5 job6 job7 job8 job9 job10 job11 job12 (0)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS MISS91 'MISSING DATA IN 1991' . 
 
** IF A VALUE IS THE SAME, IE. FULL91 = 6 AND OLF91 = 6, BY SETTING 
   OUT THE ORDER AS BELOW, THE 'HIGHER' EMPLOYMENT STATUS IS AWARDED 
   IE. IF FULL91 = 6 AND OLF91 = 6 THEN YEAR91 = 1 NOT 4. 
 
IF (MAX(FULL91,PART91,FTPT91,OLF91,MISS91) = MISS91) YEAR91 = 5 . 
IF (MAX(FULL91,PART91,FTPT91,OLF91,MISS91) =  OLF91) YEAR91 = 4 . 
IF (MAX(FULL91,PART91,FTPT91,OLF91,MISS91) = FTPT91) YEAR91 = 3 . 
IF (MAX(FULL91,PART91,FTPT91,OLF91,MISS91) = PART91) YEAR91 = 2 . 
IF (MAX(FULL91,PART91,FTPT91,OLF91,MISS91) = FULL91) YEAR91 = 1 . 
 
 
VARIABLE LABELS YEAR91 'Employment Status in 12 months from March 1991'. 
VALUE LABELS YEAR91 1 'Predominantly full-time' 
                    2 'Predominantly part-time' 
                    3 'Predominantly working (FT/PT status not known)' 
                    4 'Predominantly out of labour force' 
                    5 'Predominantly missing data' . 
 
MISSING VALUES YEAR91 (5) . 
 
** YEAR FROM MARCH 1992. 
COUNT 
 full92 =  job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job20 job21 job22 job23 job24 (1)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS full92 'F/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1992' . 
 
COUNT 
 part92 =  job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job20 job21 job22 job23 job24 (2)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART92 'P/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1992' . 
 
COUNT 
 FTPT92 =  job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job20 job21 job22 job23 job24 (3)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART92 'P/T OR F/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1992' . 
 
COUNT 
OLF92  =  job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job20 job21 job22 job23 job24 (4)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS OLF92 'OUT OF LABOUR FORCE IN 1992' . 
 
COUNT 
MISS92  =  job13 job14 job15 job16 job17 job18 job19 job20 job21 job22 job23 job24 (0)  . 
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VARIABLE LABELS MISS92 'MISSING IN 1992' . 
 
IF (MAX(FULL92,PART92,FTPT92,OLF92,MISS92) = MISS92) YEAR92 = 5 . 
IF (MAX(FULL92,PART92,FTPT92,OLF92,MISS92) =  OLF92) YEAR92 = 4 . 
IF (MAX(FULL92,PART92,FTPT92,OLF92,MISS92) = FTPT92) YEAR92 = 3 . 
IF (MAX(FULL92,PART92,FTPT92,OLF92,MISS92) = PART92) YEAR92 = 2 . 
IF (MAX(FULL92,PART92,FTPT92,OLF92,MISS92) = FULL92) YEAR92 = 1 . 
 
 
VARIABLE LABELS YEAR92 'Employment Status in 12 months from March 1992'. 
VALUE LABELS YEAR92 1 'Predominantly full-time' 
                    2 'Predominantly part-time' 
                    3 'Predominantly working (FT/PT status not known)' 
                    4 'Predominantly out of labour force' 
                    5 'Predominantly missing data' . 
 
MISSING VALUES YEAR92 (5) . 
 
** YEAR FROM MARCH 1993. 
COUNT 
 full93 =  job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job30 job31 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 (1)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS full93 'F/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1993' . 
 
COUNT 
 part93 =  job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job30 job31 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 (2)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART93 'P/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1993' . 
 
COUNT 
 FTPT93 =  job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job30 job31 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 (3)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART93 'P/T OR F/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1993' . 
 
COUNT 
OLF93  =  job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job30 job31 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 (4)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS OLF93 'OUT OF LABOUR FORCE IN 1993' . 
 
COUNT 
MISS93  =  job25 job26 job27 job28 job29 job30 job31 job32 job33 job34 job35 job36 (0)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS MISS93 'MISSING IN 1993' . 
 
IF (MAX(FULL93,PART93,FTPT93,OLF93,MISS93) = MISS93) YEAR93 = 5 . 
IF (MAX(FULL93,PART93,FTPT93,OLF93,MISS93) =  OLF93) YEAR93 = 4 . 
IF (MAX(FULL93,PART93,FTPT93,OLF93,MISS93) = FTPT93) YEAR93 = 3 . 
IF (MAX(FULL93,PART93,FTPT93,OLF93,MISS93) = PART93) YEAR93 = 2 . 
IF (MAX(FULL93,PART93,FTPT93,OLF93,MISS93) = FULL93) YEAR93 = 1 . 
 
 
VARIABLE LABELS YEAR93 'Employment Status in 12 months from March 1993'. 
VALUE LABELS YEAR93 1 'Predominantly full-time' 
                    2 'Predominantly part-time' 
                    3 'Predominantly working (FT/PT status not known)' 
                    4 'Predominantly out of labour force' 
                    5 'Predominantly missing data' . 
 
MISSING VALUES YEAR93 (5) . 
 
** YEAR FROM MARCH 1994. 
COUNT 
 full94 =  job37 job38 job39 job40 job41 job42 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 (1)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS full94 'F/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1994' . 
 
COUNT 
 part94 =  job37 job38 job39 job40 job41 job42 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 (2)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART94 'P/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1994' . 
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COUNT 
 FTPT94 =  job37 job38 job39 job40 job41 job42 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 (3)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS PART94 'P/T OR F/T EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN 1994' . 
 
COUNT 
OLF94  =  job37 job38 job39 job40 job41 job42 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 (4)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS OLF94 'OUT OF LABOUR FORCE IN 1994' . 
 
COUNT 
MISS94  =  job37 job38 job39 job40 job41 job42 job43 job44 job45 job46 job47 job48 (0)  . 
VARIABLE LABELS MISS94 'MISSING IN 1994' . 
 
IF (MAX(FULL94,PART94,FTPT94,OLF94,MISS94) = MISS94) YEAR94 = 5 . 
IF (MAX(FULL94,PART94,FTPT94,OLF94,MISS94) =  OLF94) YEAR94 = 4 . 
IF (MAX(FULL94,PART94,FTPT94,OLF94,MISS94) = FTPT94) YEAR94 = 3 . 
IF (MAX(FULL94,PART94,FTPT94,OLF94,MISS94) = PART94) YEAR94 = 2 . 
IF (MAX(FULL94,PART94,FTPT94,OLF94,MISS94) = FULL94) YEAR94 = 1 . 
 
 
VARIABLE LABELS YEAR94 'Employment Status in 12 months from March 1994'. 
VALUE LABELS YEAR94 1 'Predominantly full-time' 
                    2 'Predominantly part-time' 
                    3 'Predominantly working (FT/PT status not known)' 
                    4 'Predominantly out of labour force' 
                    5 'Predominantly missing data' . 
 
MISSING VALUES YEAR94 (5) . 
 
Variable labels job1 
'Employment status March 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job2 
'Employment status April 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job3 
'Employment status May 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job4 
'Employment status June 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job5 
'Employment status July 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job6 
'Employment status Aug 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job7 
'Employment status Sept 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job8 
'Employment status Oct 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job9 
'Employment status Nov 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job10 
'Employment status Dec 1991'. 
 
Variable labels job11 
'Employment status Jan 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job12 
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'Employment status Feb 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job13 
'Employment status March 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job14 
'Employment status April 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job15 
'Employment status May 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job16 
'Employment status June 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job17 
'Employment status July 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job18 
'Employment status Aug 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job19 
'Employment status Sept 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job20 
'Employment status Oct 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job21 
'Employment status Nov 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job22 
'Employment status Dec 1992'. 
 
Variable labels job23 
'Employment status Jan 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job24 
'Employment status Feb 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job25 
'Employment status March 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job26 
'Employment status April 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job27 
'Employment status May 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job28 
'Employment status June 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job29 
'Employment status July 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job30 
'Employment status Aug 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job31 
'Employment status Sept 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job32 
'Employment status Oct 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job33 



NCDS Sample Survey of Basic Skills 1995 - 39 

'Employment status Nov 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job34 
'Employment status Dec 1993'. 
 
Variable labels job35 
'Employment status Jan 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job36 
'Employment status Feb 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job37 
'Employment status March 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job38 
'Employment status April 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job39 
'Employment status May 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job40 
'Employment status June 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job41 
'Employment status July 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job42 
'Employment status Aug 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job43 
'Employment status Sept 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job44 
'Employment status Oct 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job45 
'Employment status Nov 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job46 
'Employment status Dec 1994'. 
 
Variable labels job47 
'Employment status Jan 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job48 
'Employment status Feb 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job49 
'Employment status March 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job50 
'Employment status April 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job51 
'Employment status May 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job52 
'Employment status June 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job53 
'Employment status July 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job54 
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'Employment status Aug 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job55 
'Employment status Sept 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job56 
'Employment status Oct 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job57 
'Employment status Nov 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job58 
'Employment status Dec 1995'. 
 
Variable labels job59 
'Employment status Jan 1996'. 
 
Variable labels job60 
'Employment status Feb 1996'. 
 
value labels job1 to job60 
1 'working full-time' 
2 'working part-time' 
3 'working (PT/FT unspecified)' 
4 'out of labour force'. 
 
format c1prob to numscor2 (f8.0). 
format litgrp1 to year94(f8.0). 
 
fre c1prob to home37. 
fre books mags. 
fre childa to occgrp95. 
fre job1 to year94. 
 
save outfile='c:\NCDS37 dataset.sav'/drop=timeread timemags child37 full1s to mftpt10s full91 to miss91 
full92 to miss92 full93 to miss93 full94 to miss94 job58 to job60. 
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Imputation syntax for variable nss1022 (see section 2.3) 
 

* First test if child benefit stated as 'benefit 2' or 'benefit 3, 4, 5 or 6'. 
 
compute cb_other=0. 
if (nss1032=11 or nss1042=11 or nss1052=11 or nss1062=11 or nss1072=11)cb_other=1. 
format cb_other (f2.0). 
variable labels cb_other 'Was child benefit stated as one of benefits 2-6?'. 
value labels cb_other 0 'No' 1 'Yes'. 
fre cb_other. 
 
* 171 cohort members stated child benefit as one of benefits 2-6, so in those cases benefit 1 can't be CBen. 
 
* In 1995, child benefit was £10.40/week for the first child and £8.45 for each subsequent child, except that  
* for one-parent families it was £17.55 for first child and £8.45 for each subsequent one (although strictly  
* speaking, it's a totally separate benefit: One Parent Benefit. 
 
* Equivalent monthly rates would be: £45.07 for first child, and £36.62 for each subsequent child, except that 
* for one-parent familes it was £76.05 for first child and £36.62 for each subsequent one. 
 
* Equivalent '4-weekly' rates would be £41.60 for first child, and £33.80 for each subsequent child, except 
that  
* for one-parent families it was £70.20 for first child and £33.80 for each subsequent one. 
 
 
* Convert benefit 1 to weekly amount. 
 
compute ben1week=-1. 
if (nss1028 = 1)ben1week=nss1024. 
if (nss1028 > 1)ben1week=nss1024/nss1028. 
if (nss1029 = 1)ben1week=(nss1024*12)/52. 
 
* Count number of cohort member's own children living at home with them. 
count nkidhome=nss0850 nss0851 nss0852 nss0853 nss0854 nss0855(1). 
format nkidhome (f2.0). 
variable labels nkidhome 'Number of own children living at home'. 
fre nkidhome. 
 
* Check out if cohort member is a lone parent or one of a couple. 
 
compute parentyp=0. 
if (nkidhome ge 1)parentyp=1. 
if (nss0410=1 and nkidhome ge 1)parentyp=2. 
format parentyp (f2.0). 
variable labels parentyp 'Child Benefit entitlement status'. 
value labels parentyp  
0 'No children' 
1 'Lone Parent' 
2 'Married/Cohabiting parent'. 
fre parentyp. 
 
* Compute variable 'childben' which flags when a case should have nss1022 recoded to a value of 11. 
compute childben=0. 
format childben (f2.0). 
 
* If the weekly amount of benefit 1 received is within £1 or £2 of a plausible CB amount (not necessarily for  
* the exact number of children resident), assume benefit 1 should have been coded as child benefit. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=1 and (ben1week ge 9 and ben1week le 12))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=1 and (ben1week ge 18 and ben1week le 20))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=1 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=2 and (ben1week ge 9 and ben1week le 12))childben=1. 
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if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=2 and (ben1week ge 18 and ben1week le 20))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=2 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=3 and (ben1week ge 9 and ben1week le 12))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=3 and (ben1week ge 18 and ben1week le 20))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=3 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=4 and (ben1week ge 18 and ben1week le 20))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=4 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=4 and (ben1week ge 30 and ben1week le 38))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=5 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=5 and (ben1week ge 30 and ben1week le 38))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=5 and (ben1week ge 40 and ben1week le 45))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=5 and (ben1week ge 40 and ben1week le 45))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=2 and nkidhome=5 and (ben1week ge 50 and ben1week le 55))childben=1. 
 
* For lone parents, increase range of plausible amounts to include the extra £7.15 One Parent Benefit 
entitlement  
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=1 and (ben1week ge 9 and ben1week le 12))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=1 and (ben1week ge 16 and ben1week le 19))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=2 and (ben1week ge 9 and ben1week le 12))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=2 and (ben1week ge 16 and ben1week le 19))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=2 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=3 and (ben1week ge 25 and ben1week le 28))childben=1. 
if (cb_other=0 and parentyp=1 and nkidhome=3 and (ben1week ge 30 and ben1week le 35))childben=1. 
 
* There were no lone parents with more than three children. 
 
* In the case of any respondents who were receiving One Parent Benefit, but did not mention child benefit 
anywhere, 
* assume benefit 1 should be child benefit even if it's not in the range of 'plausible amounts' outlined above. 
 
if (cb_other=0 and ((nss1032=12) or (nss1042=12) or (nss1052=12) or (nss1062=12) or 
(nss1072=12)))childben=1. 
 
fre childben. 
 
* Look at cases where all entries involving benefits are system-missing.  Assume these respondents really 
do not receive any benefits. 
compute nobens=0. 
if (sysmis(nss1022) and sysmis(nss1031) and sysmis(nss1032) and sysmis(nss1042) and sysmis(nss1052) 
and sysmis(nss1062) and sysmis(nss1062) and sysmis(nss1072) and childben=0)nobens=1. 
fre nobens. 
 
compute nss1022=23. 
if (nkidhome=0)nss1022=21. 
if (nobens=1)nss1022=20. 
if (cb_other >=1)nss1022=22. 
if (childben=1)nss1022=11. 
 
variable labels nss1022 'Income: Benefit #1 (imputed, due to erroneous data input)'. 
value labels nss1022 
11 'child benefit (CB)' 
20 'no benefits received at all' 
21 "some benefit received, but no kids at home so it's not CB" 
22 "some benefit received - not CB, as CB stated as benefit 2-6" 
23 "some benefit received - may be CB, but evidence inconclusive". 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
 

Summary of Data Collected at NCDS Birth 
Survey and Sweeps 1-6 
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NCDS: SUMMARY OF DATA COLLECTED 1958-2000 
 
 

Perinatal Mortality Survey (PMS): 1958 
 

Parents and Medical Records 
Social & family background 

Obstetric history 
Antenatal care 

Abnormalities during pregnancy 
Length & abnormalities of labour 

Analgesia & Anaesthesia 
Sex, weight, progress, management & outcome of infant 

Mother's smoking during pregnancy 
 
 

 

National Child Development Study, First Follow-up (NCDS1): 1965 
 

Parents 
Family size 

Parental situation 
Father's occupation 
Father's education 

Mother's work 
Type of accommodation 

Tenure 
Number of rooms 

Household amenities 
Periods 'In Care' 

Hospital admissions 
Clinic attendance 
Medical history 

Behaviour 
Physical co-ordination 
Adjustment to school 

Separation from mother 
Pre-school experience 

Infant Welfare Clinic attendance 

 
Medical 

Height and weight 
Head circumference 

Tests & clinical assessments of motor 
co-ordination & laterality 
Full clinical examination 

 
School 

School size and organisation 
School and parents 

Teachers assessment of child's 
abilities, attainment & behaviour 

 
Subject 

Southgate Reading Test 
Copying Designs Test 

Goodenough Draw-a-man Test 
Problem Arithmetic Test 
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National Child Development Study, Second Follow-up (NCDS2): 1969 
 

Parents 
Family size 

Parental situation 
Father's occupation 
Father's education 

Mother's work 
Type of accommodation 

Tenure 
Number of rooms 

Household amenities 
Periods 'In Care' 

Hospital admissions 
Clinic attendance 
Medical history 

Behaviour 
Physical co-ordination 
Adjustment to school 

Separation from mother 
Pre-school experience 

Infant Welfare Clinic attendance 
Financial situation 

Housing satisfaction 
Satisfaction with neighbourhood 

Medical 
Height and weight 

Head circumference 
Tests & clinical assessment 

Full clinical examination 
Pubertal development 

 
School 

School size and organisation 
School and parents 

Teachers assessment of child's abilities, 
attainment & behaviour 

 
Subject 

Reading comprehension test 
Mathematics comprehension Test 

General Ability Test 
Copying-designs Test 

Short  questionnaire  on  interest out of  school  &  
educational aspiration 

Essay describing their life at age 25 

 

 

National Child Development Study, Third Follow-up (NCDS3): 1974 
 

Parents 
Family size 

Parental situation 
Father's occupation 
Father's education 

Mother's work 
Type of accommodation 

Tenure 
Number of rooms 

Household amenities 
Periods 'In Care' 

Hospital admissions 
Clinic attendance 
Medical history 

Behaviour 
Physical co-ordination 
Adjustment to school 

Separation from mother 
Pre-school experience 

Infant Welfare Clinic attendance Financial 
situation 

Child's future education and employment 
 

Medical 
Height and weight 

Head circumference 
Tests & clinical assessment 

Full clinical examination 
Pubertal development 

 
School 

School size and organisation 
School and parents 

Teachers assessment of child's abilities, 
attainment & behaviour, future education and 

development 
 

Subject 
Reading comprehension test 

Mathematics comprehension test 
Questionnaire covering: School; Education; 

Further & higher education; Future employment; 
Relationships with the family;  Marriage & family 

plans; Leisure activities 
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Survey of Public Examination Entry and Performance (EXAMS), 1978 
 

Schools (and colleges) 
Details of entry and performance in public examinations 

 
 

National Child Development Study, Fourth Follow-up (NCDS4): 1981 
 

Subject 
Employment & Unemployment 

Apprenticeship & training 
Education & qualifications since school 

Literacy & numeracy 
Periods out of the labour force 

Attitudes to school & work 
Number, age & sex of all natural children 

Children's health 
Marriage & cohabitation 

Characteristics of partners 
Marriage/family plans 

Contraceptive use 
Housing 

 

 
Subject (continued) 

 
Family income & savings 

Health, accidents & hospital admissions 
Height & weight 

Leisure & voluntary activities 
Economic status of parents 

Experience of 'Care' as a child 
Malaise Index 

 
Area Data 

These  data provide  details of the location and  
characteristics of  the area the subject was living 
at NCDS4 and NCDS3. They  are based on the 

Small Area Statistics of the 1971 and 1981 
Census. 

 
 

National Child Development Study, Fifth Follow-up (NCDS5): 1991 

 

Cohort Member Survey 
 

"Your Life Since 1974" 
Self-completion event history questionnaire 

covering: 
Marriage/ cohabitation 

Children 
Jobs 

Periods not in a job 
Housing 

 
"What Do You Think" 

Self-completion attitude questionnaire covering: 
Marriage (including the Locke-Wallace "Quality of  

Relationship" battery) 
Women's roles 

Children and the family 
Social support 

Social and political values (left/right, 
traditional/modern) 
Environmentalism 

Racism 
Sexism 

Political trust/cynicism 
Orientation towards work 

Value of work 
Job control 

Perceived job-related skills 
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Interview Questionnaire 
Current/last and previous jobs 
Spouse partner's current job 
Spouse/partner's earnings 

Unemployment 
Education and training 

Qualifications held 
Literacy and numeracy problems 

Marriages and cohabitations 
Pregnancies and children 
Housing circumstances 

Aspects of housing history (including 
rent/mortgage arrears,  and homelessness) 

Income from state benefits 
Income from other sources 
Savings and investments 

Inheritance and debt 
Health  and health history (including: asthma and 
other  specific conditions, disability, accidents and 

assaults, hospital admissions, etc) 
Health behaviour (including: smoking, drinking, 

drink driving) 
Citizenship (including: voting behaviour, 

religiosity) 
Ethnicity. 

Malaise Inventory: 24 items derived from the 
Cornell Medical Index 

 
Cohort Member Height and  Weight 

Measurement 
Using portable measuring equipment. 
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Partner Survey 
 

Partner "Your Life..." 
Self-completion event history questionnaire covering: 

Marriage/ cohabitation 
Children 

Jobs 
Periods not in a job 

Housing 
 
 

Mother and Child Survey 
(All natural/adopted children in a sample of one in three cohort families) 

 
Mother Interview Questionnaire 

Gathering the following details for each child: 
Family life 

Pregnancy and birth 
Health history 

Separations from mother 
Experience of being "in care" 

Pre-school experience 
Schooling history 

Experience of day care 
 
Mother "Your Child" 

Self-completion questionnaire giving for each 
child: 

Motor and Social Development 
Behaviour Problems Index 

Temperament 
Home Environment 

 

 
Child Height and Weight Measurement 

Using portable measuring equipment. 
 

Child Assessments (children 4 years and 
older) 

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test 
McCarthy Scale of Children's 

Abilities: Verbal Memory Subscale 
Peabody Individual Achievement Tests: 

- Math Subscale 
- Reading Recognition Subscale 

- Reading Comprehension Subscale 
Weschler Intelligence Scale for Children: 

- Digit Span Subscale 
Perceived Competence Scale 

Self-Perception Profile 
Plus, an interviewer evaluation of: 

Testing Conditions 
Child Temperament 
Home Environment 
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National Child Development Study, Sixth Follow-up (NCDS6): 2000 
 
 

Interview 
Household grid 

Ethnicity 
Language spoken in the home 

Current address 
Intentions to move 

Property inheritance 
Homelessness 
Housing history 
Marital status 

Relationship history 
Pregnancy history 
Lone parenthood 

Infertility 
Adopted children 

Partner’s children from a previous relationship 
Children over 16 
Family activities 

Demands of parenting 
Contact with family 
Emotional support 

Other Income 
Financial situation 
Economic activity 

Current job 
Other paid work 

Currently unemployed 
Labour market histories 

Partner’s job 
Qualifications 

Current course for qualification 
Assessment of current/most recent course 

Other courses and training 
No formal learning 
Learning overview 

Contact with information technology 
Literacy and numeracy 

General health 
Long-term health conditions 

Respiratory problems 
Mental health 

Seeing and hearing 
Other conditions 
Accidents/injuries 

Hospital admissions 
Smoking 
Drinking 

Diet 
Exercise 

Height and weight 
 

 
 

Interview (continued) 
Involvement with organisations 
Voting behaviour and intentions 

Political alignment 
Trade union membership 

Religion 
Newspaper readership 

Car ownership 
Values 

Political activity 
 
 

Self-completion 
Views and attitude 

How you get on with your husband, wife or 
partner, Includes Locke-Wallace 

Malaise Inventory 
Your skills, How good at skill/is skill used at 

work 
GHQ 12 

School exclusion and truancy 
Contact with the police and crime 

Use of illegal drugs 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
 

NCDS Publications 
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NCDS National Child Development Study  
NCDS Publications list, May 2004  

 

Key Publications 

Over the years, many hundreds of publications, dealing with all aspects of life and development, have come 
from the research based on the information gathered on the NCDS cohort. A limited number of key 
publications are listed below. 

BUTLER N R, and BONHAM D G (1963) Perinatal Mortality. E & S Livingstone 

BUTLER N R, and ALBERMAN E D (1969) Perinatal Problems. E & S Livingstone 

DAVIE R, BUTLER N, and GOLDSTEIN H (1972) From Birth to Seven. Longman. 

FERRI E (Ed) (1993) Life at 33: the fifth follow-up of the National Child Development Study. National 
Children's Bureau, City University, Economic and Social Research Council. 

FOGELMAN K (1976) Britain's Sixteen-Year-Olds. National Children's Bureau 

FOGELMAN K (Ed) (1983) Growing Up in Great Britain: collected papers from the National Child 
Development Study. Macmillan 
MAKEPEACE G.H. AND DOLTON P.J. (2001). What can the National Child Development Study (NCDS) 
and the 1970 British Birth Cohort Study (BCS70) tell us about the individual's acquisition and use of 
education and training? Research review for the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority. Prepared January 
2001  
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Books and Journals 
Entries are arranged alphabetically within year.  
The symbol (*) following the publication year indicates that the entry is also included in the volume Growing-
up in Great Britain.  

The symbol (**) following the publication year indicates that the entry is included in the volume Life at 33. 
You can obtain copies of LIfe at 33 from the Institute of Education bookshop.  
  
1961 
  
BUTLER N R (1961) 
National survey of perinatal mortality: first results. 
British Medical Journal, vol i pp 1313-1315 
  
BUTLER N R (1961) 
Perinatal mortality survey under auspices of the National Birthday Trust Fund. 
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, vol 54 no 12 pp 1089-1092 
 
 
1962 
  
BUTLER N R (1962) 
Fatal coxackie B myocarditis in a newborn infant. 
British Medical Journal, vol i pp 1251-1252 
  
BUTLER N R (1962) 
Perinatal mortality survey. 
British Medical Journal, vol ii pp 1463-1465 
  
BUTLER N R, and CLAIREAUX A E (1962) 
Congenital diaphragmatic hernia as a cause of perinatal mortality. 
Lancet, vol ii, p 1187 
 
1963 
  
BUTLER N R (1963) 
Complications of birth asphyxia with special reference to resuscitation. 
In: BARNETT, and JOYCE J (Eds) The Obstetrician Anaesthetist and the Paediatrician in the Management 
of Obstetrical Problems. Oxford: Pergamon. 
  
BUTLER N R, and BONHAM D G (1963) 
Perinatal Mortality. Edinburgh, E & S Livingstone 
 
  
1964 
There were no publications in 1964. 
 
 
1965 
  
BUTLER N R (1965) 
An analysis of data on 'high risk' mothers in relation to perinatal mortality. 
In: Report on Symposium on the Role of Obstetricians in Maternal and Child Health Programmes. 
Geneva, World Health Organisation 
  
BUTLER N R (1965) 
Perinatal death. 
In: DAWKINS M, and MacGREGOR W G (Eds) Gestational Age, Size and Maturity. London, Spastics 
Society in association with Heinemann Medical. (Clinics in Developmental Medicine, no 19) 
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BUTLER N R (1965) 
The problems of low birthweight and early delivery. 
Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the British Commonwealth, vol 72 no 6 pp 1001-1003 
  
PRINGLE M K (1965) 
The National Child Development Study (1958 cohort). 
Bulletin of the British Psychological Society, July pp 1-6 
 

  
 
1966 
  
BUTLER N R, and PRINGLE M K (1966) 
Prevention of handicaps in children. 
Maternal and Child Care, vol 2 no 17 pp 237-242 
  
DAVIE R (1966) 
Summary of the National Child Development Study. London, National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care 
  
DAVIE R (1966) 
Seven year olds in England. 
Special Education, vol 55 no 3 pp 9-11 
  
PRINGLE M K, BUTLER N, and DAVIE R (1966) 
11,000 Seven Year Olds. London, Longman in association with the National Children's Bureau 
 

  
 
1967 
  
ALBERMAN E D, FEDRICK J M, and SCHUTT W H (1967) 
The hypoplastic left heart complex. 
Journal of Medical Genetics, vol 4 pp 83-87 
  
BUTLER N, and PRINGLE M K (1967) 
National Child Development Study (1958 cohort). 
In: ASSOCIATION FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION, What is Special Education? 
  
DAVIE R (1967) 
Summary of the first report of the National Child Development Study. 
Forward Trends, vol 2 no 1 pp 5-13 
  
PRINGLE M K (1967) 
Follow-up of adopted children. Journal of the Medical Women's Federation, vol 43 no 3 pp 146-148 
 

  
 
1968 
  
DAVIE R (1968) 
National Child Development Study. 
In: COLLEGE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION, Research Relevant to the Education of Children with Learning 
Handicaps 
  
DAVIE R (1968) 
The behaviour and adjustment of seven-year-old children: some results from the National Child 
Development Study (1958 cohort). 
British Journal of Educational Psychology, vol 38 no 1 pp 1-2 
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GOLDSTEIN H (1968) 
Longitudinal studies and the measurement of change. 
Statistician, vol 18 no 2 pp 93-117 
  
PRINGLE M K (1968) 
National Child Development Study (1958 cohort). 
In: COLLEGE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION Research Relevant to the Education of Children with Learning 
Handicaps. 
  
PRINGLE M K (1968) 
Planning and programming for child care. 
In: Selected Papers on Learning Difficulties. San Rafael, California: Academic Therapy Publications 
 

  
 
1969 
  
ALBERMAN E (1969) 
The prevalence of congenital defects in the children of the 1958 cohort. 
Concern, no 3 pp 29-33 
  
BUTLER N R (1969) 
Children at risk. 
Concern, no 3 pp 8-16 
  
BUTLER N R, and ALBERMAN E D (1969) 
Perinatal Problems, Edinburgh, E & S Livingstone 
  
DAVIE R (1969) 
The first follow-up of the children born in the control week. 
In: BUTLER N, and ALBERMAN E Perinatal Problems. Edinburgh, E & S Livingstone 
  
DAVIE R (1969) 
Local authority services for children. 
Concern, no 3 pp 17-22 
  
FEDRICK J (1969) 
Comparison of birth weight/gestation distribution in cases of stillbirth and neo-natal death according to 
lesions found at necropsy. 
British Medical Journal, vol iii pp 745-748 
  
MAPSTONE E (1969) 
Children in Care. 
Concern, no 3 pp 40-48 
  
PRINGLE M K (1969) 
Policy implications of child development studies. 
Concern, no 3 pp 40-48 
  
PRINGLE M K (1969) 
Regional differences in child behaviour. 
Eugenic Society Bulletin, vol 1 no 4 
  
ROSS E (1969) 
16,000 home visits. 
Nursing Times, 27 November pp 1511-1513 
  
WEDGE P (1969) 
The second follow-up of the National Child Development Study. 
Concern, no 3 pp 34-39 
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1970 
  
ALBERMAN E, and GOLDSTEIN H (1970) 
The 'at risk' register: a statistical evaluation. 
British Journal of Social and Preventative Medicine, vol 24 no 3 pp 129-135 
  
DAVIE R (1970) 
Children at risk. 
Froebel Journal, vol 16 pp 30-33 
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Early fathers' and mothers' involvement and child's later educational outcomes.  
British Journal of Educational Psychology, 74 (June), 141-153  
  
FLOURI E and BUCHANAN A (2004) 
Childhood families of homeless and poor adults in Britain: A prospective study 
Journal of Economic Psychology, 25, pp 1-14 
  
JEFFERIS B, GRAHAM H and MANOR O (2004)  
Effects of childhood socioeconomic circumstances on persistent smoking  
Am.J.Public Health 2004;94:279-85. 
  
JEFFERIS B, GRAHAM H and MANOR O (2004)  
Changing social gradients in cigarette smoking and cessation over two decades of adult follow up in a British 
birth cohort 
Journal of Public Health Medicine 2004;26:13-8. 
SCHULLER T, PRESTON J, HAMMOND C, BRASSETT-GRUNDY A and BYNNER J (2004)  
The benefits of learning: the impact of education on health, family life and social capital 
London: Routledge 
STEWART-BROWN S and SHAW R (2004)  
The roots of Social Capital: relationships in the home during childhood and health in later life  
In: Morgan, A and Swan. C (Eds) Social capital for health: Issues of Definition, measurement and links to 
health 
London: Health Development Agency. 
 

  
Forthcoming 
  
BLANDEN J, GOODMAN A, GREGG P and MACHIN S 
Changes in Intergenerational Mobility in Britain 
in Corak, M, Generational Income Mobility in North America and Europe  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
  
BYNNER J 
Longitudinal Cohort Designs 
in Encyclopaedia of Social Measurement 
  
FLOURI E (in press) 
Subjective well-being in midlife: The role of involvement of and closeness to parents in childhood 
Journal of Happiness Studies 
  
HOBCRAFT J N (forthcoming)  
Parental, Childhood, and Early Adult Legacies in the Emergence of Adult Social Exclusion: Evidence on 
What Matters from a British Cohort   
Chapter 4 in Chase-Lansdale P L, Kiernan K and Friedman R (eds)  The Potential for Change across Lives 
and Generations: Multidisciplinary Perspectives    
  
JOSHI H  
Gender and Pay: some more equal than others.  
In Heath A, Ermisch J and Gallie D (eds) Social Challenges and Sociological Puzzles. British Academy 
Centenary Volume, Oxford:  Oxford University Press. 
  
MAKEPEACE G, DOLTON P and JOSHI, H 
Gender earnings differentials over time, across and within cohorts: unequal pay among individuals in British 
Cohort Studies, 1991 and 2000 
International Journal of Manpower 

  
MICHAEL R T  
Children's cognitive skill development in Britain and the United States 
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Journal of Behavioral Development 
  
MICHAEL R (forthcoming April 2004) 
Family Influences on Children's Verbal Ability 
In: Kalil, A. and DeLeire, T. (eds.), Family Investments in Children’s Potential: Resources and Parenting 
Behaviors that Promote Success, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. (ISBN: 0-8058-4871-1)  
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Reports 
Unless otherwise indicated any unpublished reports to sponsors and draft papers listed below are available 
for consultation in the Library of the National Children's Bureau. 
  
Entries are arranged alphabetically within year. 
  
1971 
 
FREW R (1971) 
Report on mentally handicapped children in the National Child Development Study. 
 
1972 
  
DAVIE R, and others (1972) 
Report to the Social Science Research Council on the second follow-up of the National Child Development 
Study (1958 cohort) covering the period from October 1968 to September 1972. 
  
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BUREAU (1972) 
Report to the Social Science Research Council on the 2nd follow-up of the National Child Development 
Study. 
 
1975 
  
GOLDSTEIN H (1975) 
Whose values in educational research? 
[Probably published in Sheffield Polytechnic's Bias]. 
 
1976 
  
GOLDSTEIN H, FOGELMAN K, WEDGE P, and BUTLER N R (1976) 
The British National Child Development Study. 
  
RICHARDSON K, ESSEN J, and GHODSIAN M (c1976) 
Children of immigrants II: From school to work. 
  
ROBINSON H, and GORBACH P (c1976) 
Urban and regional differences in children's educational attainment. 
 
1977 
  
FOGELMAN K, and WEDGE P (c1977) 
The National Child Development Study (1958 cohort). 
  
FOGELMAN K (1977) 
The National Child Development Study (1958 cohort). Third follow-up: Final report to sponsors. 
  
LAMBERT L (1977) 
Delving into case records. 
  
LAMBERT L (1977) 
Sources of information on sex and personal relationships which teenagers found useful. 
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1978 
  
SHEPHERD P, and TIBBENHAM A (1978) 
The future of the National Child Development Study: Report on a feasibility study. 
 
1979 
  
GHODSIAN M (c1979) 
Occupational and educational expectations in relation to social class and school performance. 
  
GHODSIAN M, LAMBERT L, TIBBENHAM A, and FOGELMAN K (1979) 
Psychiatric referral and behaviour ratings at home and school. 
  
SPARROW M (1979) 
Children living off the ground (report to the Department of the Environment). 
  
SPARROW M (1979) 
Children living off the ground (Supplementary report). 
  
STEEDMAN J (1979) 
Evaluation of aspects of educational progress in selective and non-selective secondary schools: Report to 
sponsors. 
[Published as STEEDMAN J (1980) Progress in secondary schools. NCB, but the unpublished version 
contains additional tables]. 
  
TIBBENHAM A, GHODSIAN M, FOGELMAN K, and LAMBERT L (1979) 
Factors associated with discrepancy and agreement between home and school behaviour ratings. 
 
1980 
  
ESSEN J, and WEDGE P (1980) 
Social disadvantage between 11 & 16 years of age: A national longitudinal Study (Final report to sponsors). 
[Published as ESSEN J, and WEDGE P (1982) Continuities in childhood disadvantage. Heinemann 
Educational, but the unpublished version contains additional tables]. 
  
IVES R (1980) 
Preliminary analysis of public examination results: characteristics of examination data and their relationships 
with test scores at 16 years old. 
  
LAMBERT L (1980) 
Trying to contact young adults who have been in care. 
 
1982 
  
KURTZ Z, PILLING D, BLAU J, and PECKHAM C S (1982) 
Migraine in children: results from the National Child Development Study. 
[A published version appears in ROSE F C (Ed) (1984) Progress in migraine research. Pitman Medical]. 
  
PECKHAM C, STARK O, SIMONITE V, ATKINS E, and WOLF O (1982) 
The prevalence of obesity in British children born in 1946 and 1958. 
[A version of this paper was published in British Medical Journal, 286 pp 1237-42]. 
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1983 
  
BLANE D (1983) 
School mobility and attainment. Report to Department of Education and Science. 
  
LAMBERT L (1983) 
A study of the health of children who have been in care using information derived from the National Child 
Development Study: Report to SSRC. 
  
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BUREAU (1983) 
National Child Development Study (1958 cohort) - After the fourth follow-up. 
  
1984 
  
NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BUREAU (1984) 
National Child Development Study (1958 cohort) fourth follow-up: Final report to sponsors. 
  
1985 
  
GHODSIAN M (c1985) 
Expectations and experience of young adults in the labour market. 
  
1987 
  
FOX A J, FOGELMAN K, and DAVIE R (1987) 
National Child Development Study User Support Group. 
  
ESRC Grant H04/25/001 End-of Award Report. 
[Available from the British Library Document Supply Centre].  
 
 
1995  
 
JOSHI H, DALE A, WARD C and DAVIES H (1995)  
Dependence and independence in the finances of women aged 33  
London: Family Policy Studies Centre  
 
 
1996  
 
BYNNER J, MORPHY L and PARSONS S (1996)  
Women, employment and skills  
Invited paper to the Policy Studies Institute Skills Focus Conference 'Half Our Future?', Bristol, March 21 
1996  
 
BYNNER J (1996)  
New routes to employment integreation and exclusion: the role of education and gender.  
Invited paper to the University of Toronto Centre for International Studies Conference 'New Passages 
between Education and Employment in a Comparative Life Course Perspective', Toronto, Canada, April 19 
1996.  
 
DEX S and JOSHI H (1996)  
'Mothers and work - a growing divide'  
Family Policy Bulletin, April 1996  
 
JOSHI H, PACI, MAKEPEACE G and WALDFOGEL J (1996)  
Unequal pay for women and men: evidence from the British Birth Cohort Studies  
Manuscript submitted to the MIT Press, September 1996  
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PACI P and JOSHI H (1996)  
Wage differential between men and women: evidence from the cohort studies  
Research Report 71, Department for Education and Employment  
 
 
1997  
 
BYNNER J (1997)  
Basic skills and the school to work transition. Paper presented to the International Labour Markets (ILM) 
Research Network Conference: Understanding the school to work transition, Aberdeen, June 16-17 1997  
 
BYNNER J (1997)  
Basic skills employability and accelerating social exclusion. Paper presented to the meeting of the European 
Science Foundation. 'Transitions in Youth Network', Howth, Ireland, September 18-20 1997  
 
BYNNER J (1997)  
The British Cohort Studies: design problems and prospects.  
Paper presented to the IASS/IOS satellite meeting on longitudinal studies, Jerusalem, Israel, August 27-31 
1997  
 
BYNNER J (1997)  
Use of the National Child Development Study data on post-16 educational progression and participation in 
the study of credit-based learning.  
Paper presented to the ESRC Learning Society Project: The impact of credit based systems on learning 
cultures advisory forum, City University, London, February 27 1997  
 
BYNNER J and DESPOTIDOU S (1997)  
Employer role in post-16 education and training.  
Paper presented to ESRC Learning Society Project: The impact of credit based systems on learning cultures 
advisory forum, City University, London, July 4 1997  
 
DAVIES P and BYNNER J (1997)  
The learning society and credit-based systems of learning.  
Paper presented at ESRC Learning Society Programme Seminar, Bristol, January 27-29 1997  
 
ELIAS P and BYNNER J (1997)  
Individuals' skills progression: patterns of mobility from lower to higher levels of employment  
Report for the Department of Employment, London: The Stationery Office  
 
JOSHI H and PACI P (1997)  
Wage differentials between men and women: evidence from the British Birth Cohort Studies.  
Proceedings of a symposium on women's wages, ETLA, Helsinki, Finland, August 1996  
 
 
1998  
 
BYNNER J (1998)  
Risk factors affecting young children. Which children are at most risk of becoming socially excluded? Cross-
departmental review of provision for young children.  
Invited paper presented to the HM Treasury inter-governmental seminar, January 21 1998  
 
BYNNER J (1998)  
What are the causes of social exclusion affecting young children?  
Invited paper presented to the ministerial briefing organised by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, for HM 
Treasury, Cross-departmental review of provision for young children, March 11 1998  
  
KIERNAN K E (1998)    
Who divorces and the legacy of parental divorce 
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In Persistent Poverty and Lifetime Inequality: the Evidence. Proceedings of Treasury Workshop. CASE 
Report 5 and HM Treasury Occasional paper No. 10 
  
 
1999  
 
DOLTON, P. and VIGNOLES, A. (1999)  
The economic case for reforming A levels  
Centre for Economic Performance, 422, April 1999  
  
GREEN, F., McINTOSH, S. and VIGNOLES, A. (1999)  
‘Overeducation’ and skills – clarifying the concepts  
Centre for Economic Performance, 435, Sept 1999  
  
2000 
  
BYNNER, J. ( 2000)  
Childhood Risks and Outcomes of Social Exclusion: Insights from longitudinal data.   
Report for the Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development.  
   
  
2001  
  
BERRINGTON A., (2001 ) 
Change and consistency in family formation among young adults in Britain  
Paper presented at workshop on Union formation in interdependent life courses  
Rostock, Germany 30-31 August 2001  
  
BYNNER J. AND EGERTON M (2001) 
The wider benefits of higher education  
Report by the Institute of Education sponsored by the Smith Institute: 46, July 2001  
  
BYNNER J., McINTOSH S., VIGNOLES  A., DEARDEN L., REED H. and VAN REENEN 
J., (2001)  
Improving Adult Basic Skills: Benefits to the Individual and to Society 
DfEE Research Report RR251. London: HMSO.  
  
BYNNER J and PAXTON W (2001) 
The Asset-Effect, London: IPPR (ISBN: 1 86030 161 4) 
For further details see: http://ippr.org/publications/index.php?book=284 
  
MAKEPEACE G.H. AND DOLTON P.J.  
What can the National Child Development Study (NCDS) and the 1970 British Birth Cohort Study (BCS70) 
tell us about the individual’s acquisition and use of education and training?   
Research review for the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority.  Prepared January 2001  
  
PARSONS T.J., POWER C. AND MANOR O., (2001)  
Physical activity and body mass index through the lifecourse in the 1958 British cohort  
Report prepared for the Department of Health 
  
POWER C. AND PARSONS T.J., (2001)  
Overweight and obesity. Women’s health and lifecourse  
Meeting at Society for Social Medicine/International Epidemiological Association, Oxford  
  
  
2002  
  



 

NCDS Sample Survey of Basic Skills 1995 

BYNNER J, DOLTON P, FEINSTEIN L, MAKEPEACE G, MALMBERG L and WOODS L (2002) 
Revisiting the benefits of higher education 
Report to the Higher Education Funding Council of England. Institute of Education Sept 2002. 
  
CHEVALIER A, CONLON G, GALINDO-RUEDA F and McNALLY S (2004) 
The Returns To Higher Education Teaching  
Centre for the Economics of Education Research Report to the Department of Education and Skills, May 
2002 
  
FEINSTEIN L (2002) 
Quantitative Estimates of the Social Benefits of Learning, 2: Health (Depression and Obesity) 
Wider Benefits of Learning Research Report No. 6, Oct 2002 
  
HASKINS  AND MOSER (2002)  
Motion – Poverty [Col 639] House of Lords debate  
Hansard, Vol 631, No 88, 6th Feb 2002  
  
BYNNER J, ELIAS P, McKNIGHT A, PAN, H. and PIERRE G.  
Young People’s Changing Routes to Independence 
York: Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
  
  
2003 
  
FEINSTEIN L, HAMMOND C, WOODS L, PRESTON J and BYNNER J (2003) 
The Contribution of Adult Learning to Health and Social Capital 
Centre for Research on the Wider Benefits of Learning Research Report No.8, May 2003 
  
BYNNER J, DOLTON P, FEINSTEIN L, MAKEPEACE G, MALMBERG L and WOOD L (2003) 
Revisiting the benefits of higher education, London: HEFCE 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/Pubs/RDreports/Downloads/report25.htm 
  
 No Date  
 
GHODSIAN M, GORBACH P, and RICHARDSON K (no date) (*) 
Parents' and pupils' appreciation of education and schools. 
 
GOLDSTEIN H (no date) 
Some models for analysing longitudinal data on educational attainment. 
 
PECKHAM C S, BUTLER N R, and FREW R (no date) (*) 
Medical and social aspects of children with educational difficulties. 
 
RICHARDSON K, GHODSIAN M, and GORBACH P (no date) (*) 
The association between school variables & attainments in a national sample of 16-year-olds. 
 
TIBBENHAM A, GORBACH P, PECKHAM C S, AND RICHARDSON K (no date) (*) 
The influence of family size on height. 
 
WALKER A, and LEWIS P (no date) 
School and post-school experience of a sample of severely mentally handicapped young people. 
Other Publications, etc 
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Dissertations and Theses 

A number of dissertations/theses submitted for higher degrees include analysis of NCDS data. Those listed 
below are available from the institution awarding the degree. 

• Entries are arranged alphabetically within year.  

• Please advise the User Support Group of any errors or omissions.  
1986 
JONES G E (1986) 
Youth in the social structure: transitions to adulthood and their stratification by class and gender. 
PhD Dissertation, University of Surrey 
 
1987 
GLOVER J (1987) 
Occupational choice, vocational guidance and manpower planning. 
MSc Dissertation, University of Surrey 
 
1988 
DOWSE G K (1988) 
The relationship of maternal age at birth to the risk of development of asthma and wheeze bronchitis in 
children. 
MSc Dissertation, London University 
  
STRACHAN D P (1988) 
The childhood origins of adult bronchitis in a British cohort born in 1958 (The National Child Development 
Study). 
MSc Dissertation, London University 
 
1994 
RUSSELL S T (1994) 
Life course antecedents of teenage parenthood in Great Britain. 
PhD Dissertation, Duke University 
  
WALDFOGEL J (1994) 
Women Working for Less: Family Status and Women's Pay in the US and UK 
Harvard University PhD Thesis: Malcolm Wiener Center for Social Policy Working Papers, Dissertation 
Series #D-94-1  
  
1998 
BLANDEN J (1998) 
Changes in the impact of childhood disadvantage on adult outcomes: A comparative analysis of 
intergenerational transmissions in the National Child Development Survey and British Cohort Study.  UCL 
MSc Economics Dissertation 
  
2001 
ELLIOTT B J (2001) 
Success Stories: narrative representations of women's lives?  
PhD awarded by University of Manchester 
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NCDS4 Working Papers 
 
The working papers listed below were prepared by members of the research team as part of the fourth 
NCDS follow up. They report on the analysis of data relating to 12,537 individuals obtained by interview in 
1981 and early 1982. 
Entries are arranged alphabetically within year. 
 
1983 
ADES A (1983) 
Comparing NCDS IV to the 1981 UK Census. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 11. 
 
BOWLING A (1983) 
Initial analyses with the malaise inventory. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 2 
 
BOWLING A (1983) 
Accidents. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 3. 
 
BOWLING A (1983) 
People reporting a long-term sickness, disability or infirmity. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 6. 
 
COOK L (1983) 
Completed apprenticeships. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 15. 
 
HENDERSON D (1983) 
Lone parenthood in NCDS IV. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 8. 
 
HENDERSON D (1983) 
Early parenthood, marriage and cohabitation. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 9. 
 
IVES R (1983) 
Some preliminary educational findings. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 7. 
 
IVES R (1983) 
Voluntary activities. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 14. 
 
PAYNE J (1983) 
Summary variables for employment history data. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 16. 
 
SIMONITE V (1983) 
Literacy and numeracy: evidence from the National Child Development Study. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 1. 
 
[Not available for download, but now published as: SIMONITE V (1984) Literacy and numeracy: evidence 
from the National Child Development Study 
London: Adult Literacy and Basic Skills Unit]. 
 
SUCH C (1983) 
Current household and housing circumstances. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 12. 
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SUCH C (1983) 
Home ownership. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 13. 
 
 
1984 
BOWLING A (1984) (Revised by FOGELMAN K) 
Drinking patterns. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 4. 
 
BOWLING A (1984) (Revised by FOGELMAN K) 
Smoking patterns. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 5. 
 
COOK L (1984) 
Giving up before time: apprentices who do not complete their apprenticeship. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 18. 
 
COOK L (1984) 
Current labour-market experience of the apprentice-trained. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 26. 
 
GHODSIAN M (1984) 
Unexpected success and failure in obtaining qualifications. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 30. 
 
HENDERSON D (1984) 
A comparison of marriage and cohabitation in NCDS IV. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 20. 
 
HENDERSON D (1984) 
The partners of cohort members: a comparison of the characteristics of married and cohabiting partners. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 23. 
 
HENDERSON D (1984) 
Partnership breakdown and the formation of new families. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 28. 
 
IVES R (1984) 
Careers advice and obtaining a job. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 17. 
 
IVES R (1984) 
Unsuccessful education courses. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 27. 
 
IVES R (1984) 
School examinations failure. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 36. 
 
IVES R (1984) 
Education from sixteen to twenty-three. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 37. 
 
IYER R (1984) 
Analysis of response. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 25. 
 
PAYNE J (1984) 
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Self-employment in NCDS IV. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 10. 
 
[Now published as: 
PAYNE J (1984) Young self employed workers. Employment Gazette, 92 11 pp 497-503]. 
PAYNE J (1984) 
A comparison of various measures of unemployment and their correlates. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 21. 
 
PAYNE J (1984) 
Destinations of young people who left full-time education at different ages. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 24. 
 
POWER C (1984) 
Health and health-related behaviour in NCDS IV. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 22. 
 
POWER C (1984) 
Relationship of body mass index to morbidity in young adults. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 29. 
 
SHEPHERD P (1984) 
Earnings, income and other aspects of the financial circumstances of the NCDS Cohort at 23. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 19. 
 

  
 
1985 
PAYNE J (1985) 
Work histories and employment outcomes at age 23. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 31. 
 
PAYNE J (1985) 
Attitudes to work. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 32. 
 
PAYNE J (1985) 
TOPS trainees. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 38. 
 
PAYNE J (1985) 
Characteristics of training courses. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 39. 
 
  
 
1986 
SHEPHERD P (1986) 
Size and composition of family income. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 35. 
HENDERSON D (1986) 
Material circumstances of NCDS families. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 33. 
 
HENDERSON D (1986) 
Women and children at risk. 
NCDS4 Working Paper 34. 
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NCDS User Support Group Working Papers 

Working Papers in this series report on the background to the Study and the research that has been based 
on the information collected over the years. 
 
Entries are arranged alphabetically within year. 
 
1985 
FOGELMAN K (1985) 
After School: the education and training experiences of the 1958 cohort 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 3 
 
GHODSIAN M (1985) 
A Longitudinal Study of Alcohol Consumption Amongst Young Adults in Britain: III Childhood and adolescent 
characteristics associated with drinking behaviour in early adulthood. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 6 
 
GHODSIAN M, and POWER C (1985) 
A Longitudinal Study of Alcohol Consumption Amongst Young Adults in Britain: II A national longitudinal 
study of Alcohol consumption between the ages of 16 and 23. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 5 
 
NCDS USER SUPPORT GROUP, and LIBRARIAN, NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BUREAU (1985) 
Publications arising from the National Child Development Study. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 2 (Revised 1995) 
 
POWER C (1985) 
A Longitudinal Study of Alcohol Consumption Amongst Young Adults in Britain: I Alcohol consumption and 
associated factors in young adults in Britain. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 4 
 
SHEPHERD P (1985) 
The National Child Development Study: an introduction to the origins of the Study and the methods of data 
collection. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 1 
 

  
1986 
BLAXTER M (1986) 
Report on the longitudinal exploitation of the National Child Development Study in areas of interest to DHSS. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 7 
 
HUTCHISON D (1986) 
Response to a national longitudinal study: policy and academic implications for the study of change. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 13 
 
HUTCHISON D (1986) 
Drop out from apprenticeship: an application of survival methods to grouped data. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 14 
 
HUTCHISON D (1986) 
Event history and survival analysis in the social sciences: review paper and introduction. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 15 
 
JONES G (1986) 
Leaving the parental home: an analysis of early housing careers. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 10 
 
JONES G (1986) 
Stratification in youth. 
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NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 11 
 
KERCKHOFF A (1986) 
Effects of ability grouping in secondary schools in Great Britain. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 9 
[Now published as: 
KERCKHOFF A (1986) Effects of ability grouping in British secondary schools. 
American Sociological Review, vol 51 no 6 pp 842-858] 
 
KIERNAN K (1986) 
Transitions in young adulthood. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 16 
 
SHEPHERD P (1986) 
The NCDS5 Development Programme. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 17 
 
MICKLEWRIGHT J (1986) 
A note on household income data in NCDS3. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 18 
 
PAYNE J (1986) 
Unemployment, apprenticeships and training - does it pay to stay on at school? 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 19 
[Now published as: 
PAYNE J (1988) Unemployment, apprenticeships and training - does it pay to stay on at school? 
British Journal of Sociology of Education, vol 8 no 4 pp 425-445] 
 
POWER C, and MOYNIHAN C (1986) 
Social class changes in weight-for-height between childhood and early adulthood. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 12 
 
POWER C, FOGELMAN K, and FOX A J (1986) 
Health and social mobility during the early years of life. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 8 
 

  
1987 
ANNETT M (1987) 
Handedness in Twins: the right shift theory. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 22 
 
FOGELMAN, K POWER C, and FOX A J (1987) 
Class and tenure mobility, do they explain social inequalities in health among young adults in Great Britain. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 21 
 
FOGELMAN K, POWER C, and FOX A J (1987) 
Family breakdown, social mobility and health inequalities. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 25 
 
FOX A J, and FOGELMAN K (1987) 
New possibilities for longitudinal studies of intergenerational factors in child health and development. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 26 
 
HIBBETT A (1987) 
Early adult outcomes of truancy. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 24 
 
NCDS4 RESEARCH TEAM (1987) 
The Fourth Follow-up of the National Child Development Study: an account of the methodology and 
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summary of the early findings. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 20 
 
PAYNE J (1987) 
Trade union membership and activism among young people in Great Britain. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 23 
 

  
1988 
FOGELMAN K (1988) 
Smoking in pregnancy and development into early adulthood. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 27 
 
GHODSIAN M, and FOGELMAN K (1988) 
A longitudinal study of housing and social circumstances in childhood and early adulthood. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 29 
 
GLOVER J (1988) 
Occupational expectations and outcomes: Some implications for vocational guidance & manpower planning 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 31 
 
HIBBETT A, and FOGELMAN (1988) 
Early adult outcomes of truancy, II: The effects of truancy after allowing for other factors. 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 30 
 
POWER C, and PECKHAM C (1988) 
Childhood morbidity and adult ill-health 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 32 
 
POWER C, MANOR O, FOX A J, and FOGELMAN K (1988) 
Health selection: an explanation of social inequalities in young adults? 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 28 
 

  
1989 
ESTAUGH V and POWER C (1989) 
Family disruption in early life and drinking in young adulthood 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 33 
 

  
1991 
JOSHI H and HINDE P R A (1991) 
Employment after childbearing in post-war Britain: Cohort study evidence on contrasts within and across 
generations 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 35 
 
POWER C (1991) 
A review of child health in the 1958 birth cohort: National Child Development Study 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 34 
 

  
1993 
DAVIES H and JOSHI H (1993) 
Intra-family transfers over the lifecycle 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 37 
 
WARD C, JOSHI H and DALE A (1993) 
Income dependency within couples 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 36 
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1994 
WARD C, DALE A and JOSHI H (1994) 
Combining employment with childcare: an escape from dependence? 
NCDS User Support Group Working Paper 38 
 

  
1995 
MACRAN S, JOSHI H AND DEX S (1995) 
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